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A HISTORY OF THE LAS CRUCES ADOBE
A, *

InL;ts desire to secure a power base in California,
the Spanish government in 1769 established- a series of
presidios along the coast, each of which was to act as a
catalyst for future colonial development. It was hoped
that growth would radiate from these areas as well as
along the major connecting roads. As early as August
17, 1773, we find the beginnings of a land grant system
in California under Viceroy Antonio Bucareli who issued
a decree giving Commandant Rkvera y  Moncada the power
to grant the nat;ve population land for raising sheep
and cattle. Land grants were also made available to
citizens of the pueblos under the stipulation that the
grantee reside on the land given.1 Under Spanish rule,
however, little land was actually granted. It was not
until Mexico declared its independence on April 9, 1822,
after 280 years of Spaaish domination that we find any
significant change in land grant policies.

Between the years 1822 and 1847, Mexico encouraged
colonization through the passage of liberal laws which

allowed the goverunor to cede large tracts of land ranging

"from one to eleven leagues [4,428 to 48,708 acres]2 in

sparsely populated areas. These grants were most always
located outside the pueblos.3 The 1824 law passed by

the Mexican Congress stipulated that '"no one person shall
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be allowed to obtain the ownership of more than one square

league of irrigatable land, four leagues of land dependent

upon the ;easons [i.e., seasonal rainfall] and six for the
A b

purpose;bf raising cattle."4

One obtained a grant through petition to the governor
submitted with a diseno (rough map) of the desired land.
Since land was so plentiful at this early date, there
was little stress placed on specifdc boundaries. Thus,
the disefio would refer to marked rocks or trees to define
the property limits. This laxity in surveying and
specifically defining the boundaries would later prove
to be the cause of serious problems following the Mexican
War for those who received land grants. The petition
requesting title would indicate the state of the
petitioner's Mexican citizenship, military and/or citizen-
ship activities, as well as other relevant information
concerning the assets and character of the petitioner.

Upon receipt of a request for a land grant the
governor would refer the matter to a local prefect or
another local official who would verify the information of
the petition, ascertain the léyalty and character of the
petitioner, as well as check to insure that the desired
land was part of the public domain. The finished report
was then returned to the governor, which would serve as
the determining factor if the govefnor had no personal
relationship with the petitioner or local official. 1If
the governor agreed to the grant, he would issue a concedo,

an official order to make ready the grant papers.



Once issued, the concedo gave the petitioner the lenal

right to develop his land, even thoupgh he still lacked title.

The grant;was then submitted by the governor to the territorial
A

legislaghre for final approval. If denied, the petitioner

could appeal to the central government.

When approved, most land grants required that certain
conditions be executed on the part of the grantee. Briefly
these were: 1) that the grantee comstruct and occupy a
. permanent residence on the land granted within a year of the
grant; 2) that the land may be fenced off,'yet not interfere
with public roads; 3) that the right of those living on said
lands be respected [1.e., native Indians]; and 4) that the
grdntee have the local magistrate define and measure the
boundaries, and that once defined, the grantee mark them
"with fruit trees or forest trees of some utility.”6 After
this final requirement was fulfilled, the grantee, now with
legal bussession of the land, would ceremonially pull up

grass and earth, and throw it about his land in the four

cardinal directions, symbolizing his ownership.

Following the secularization of the mission lands,
Miguel Cordero, a soldier at the Royal Presidio of Santa
Barbara, applied to the Governor of California Mariano
Chico in 1835, gor a land grant outside the Presidio. The
area he desired was the land on wﬁich he had been living
since his retirement from military service in 1833./
Cordero's family had been long established in California. His

gsrandfather Mariano Cordero, along with other members of the
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Cordero family, were among the Spanish troops who came

with Gaspar Portola in 1769, aiding in the colonization

.of Montere§, San Francisco, and Santa Barbara.8 Due_to

A, ¥
his family heritage, his own work at the Santa Barbara

Presidio, and the Mexican government's desi;e to settle
sparsely populated areas, in 1837 Miguel Cordero was
granted two leagues of land formerly belonging to Mission
San Ynez.

His first'petition, submitted to Governor Mariano
Chico, noted Cordero's large family and possession of a
large quantity of cattle as sufficient justification for
a land grant. His request was approved by Chico on July
12, 1836, and the grant was confirmed by the assembly
within a month. However, before it was confirmed, Chico
was forced to vacate office. vNot knowing the fate of his
request, on May 2, 1837, Cordero submitted a second
petition, this one bringing attention to his livestock,
military services and old age as reasons for the request
for the grant, to Covernor Juan Bautista Alvara-do.9
Alvarado who was in Santa Barbara at this time consented
to the grant on May 8, 1837. The grant was .signed on May
11 and received final approval‘exactly one week later.lo
Along with the requested lands, Cordero also was granted

the sobrante or lands unaccounted for between the land shown

on his disefio and other nearby rancho lands already Map
11 .
accounted for. It was not until eight years later that

Cordero had his boundaries officially measured and defined.1

While living on this property, probably as early as



1833, Miguel Cordero built his adobe home. His grant
of 8512.81 acres13 soon consisted of two fields under

L]

cultivaiiq? with primarily wheat and barley crops, a

garden n?hr his home, a vineyard containing approximately
two thousand grape vines, and an orchard of.fruit trees
including pears, apples, and peaches. Cordero, who also
raised cattle, surrounded his garden, house, and one field -~
with a fence as permitted by the provisions of the grant.

In 1876, Cordero's eldest son Vicente added a third orchard

of:fruit trees.la

For many people the years between 1849 and 1856
represented the height of the cattle boom. Cattle pulied
in record high prices and those involved in this trade scored
record profits. Many times those who got rich quick had
more money than they were accustomed to. Saddles allegedly
laden with silver, as well as spurs of gold were examples
of this new encounter with riches. One writer, Robert
Cleland relates: £

...a lady in Santa Barbara amused me by describing
the old adobe houses, with earthen floors covered

with costly rugs; four-post bedsteads with the

costliest lace curtains, and these looped Qp with

lace again; and the sefiora and seﬁoritas.dragging

trains of massive silk and satin over the earthen

fioor. It must have been an odd mixture of

squalor and Qplcndor. 15

Though such may not have been Cordero's situation, it is

Map



probable that he too partook in the high profits of the time.
This is evident in the fact that Cordero did engage in the
cattle fgﬁlness (leaving over one thousand head of cattle
at the ﬁime of his death),16 although there is no extant
record of his income.

It is evident that Las Cruces and nearby environs were

not completely settled from a report that as late as 1846

the Tulare Indians still fought with the Coast Indians and

- made frequent attacks on residents of the area, stealing

horses and caétle. In 1846 there was an alleged attack on
the original Las Cruces Rancho in which sixteen persons were
to have been trapped within the adobe walls 1n a raid by the
Tulére Indians. Accounts of this raid spoke of arrows
sticking out of the walls of the house.. Perhaps typical

of western justice of those years, the Indians were later
pursued and all but one killed. The horses were returned

to their owners.17

Other evidence that this area was still frontier-like

is found in an article in the Los Angeles Star. The Star

reported on October 20, 1855:

We well recollect of hearing of the robberies
committed on the San Buenaventura and Santa Clara
Rivers, 1in the.county'of Santa Barbara, the actual
capture and spoilation of the Mission of Santa
Buenaventura by the Indians, while San Ynez, Santa
Rosa, Lompos [sic], Los Alamos and other exposed
Ranchos 1in thé same country were actually stripped

of all their horses.l8
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In eérly March, 1851, Miguel Cordero died suddenly

A &
after a.'less than twenty-four hour illness.19 Due to
f..

his unéxpected death, there was no will prepared. His
estate was comprised of a thousand head of cattle, a
considerable amount of horses, his land, and his house.
It is unknown how much money was left as part of his
estate.

Shortly thereafter, on March 3, 1851, the United
States Congress passed legislation entitled "An uct to
ascertain and settle Private Land Claims in the State

"

of California. Since many of the original Mexican and
Spanish land grants were vague in their description of
boundaries, the purpose of this act was to specify the
boundary lines and determine the validity of the titles
of the various grants now that California was-part of
the Union.

The act required recipients of Me%ican land grants
to appear before a Board of Land Commissioners within
two years with proof of title. If no such proof was
available, the grantee would many times loose his land.
If proof was presented, and the decision was in favor
of the claimant, the decision would be appealed by the
United States to the United States District Court where
the presentation of proof of title was repeated. Following
a verdict in this court in favor of the claimant, the case

was then again appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. All

this took place at the expense of the defendant. Attorneys'




fees were often paid in parcels of land. After the process
had reached the Supreme Court, the question of title was
resolved.
Ay L ;
Foliowing this a second legal process began pertaining
&
to the patent. These latter proceedings demanded that the
Surveyor General survey the land, at the expense of the grantee
after which the District Court would decide if the patent

should be issued.20

Basically, the Act passed in 1851 was

a legal measure to delay as long as possible the official
recognition by the U.S. government of the ownership of lands
by Mexicans and native Californians.

Granted, as Kathleen Lane notes, "the task assigned to
this commission was great, it being asked to decide upén
titles to a domain larger than many kings of the world,
with no knowledge of the Spanish people and customs, and
much less a knowledge of Mexican law."21 However, as a
result of this law many of the lands granted originally to
native Californians fell into the hagds of bankers and
lawyers during the time the case was uﬁder legal consideratiqn.

Since Cordero's widow, Maria Antonio Jimenez Cordero
could not read, write or speak English, she was not aware
of the legal requirements of this act. Though even if she
had been able to read, Santa Barbara did not have a local
newspaper until May 1855 and thus there was little way that
she would have known. She continued to reside on the land
with her children, paying taxes on it until her death in

1857.22

Mar{a Cordero also died intestate and the Rancho was



distributed among the nine children in undivided 1nteresrs.23
Each built their own dwellings on the land and continued
to live o; Rancho Las Cruces breeding sheep, cattle and

&
horse;?' Between 1857 and 1876 six other adobe structures
were éanstructed on the ranch not including additions made
to the original adobe house of Miguel Cordero. 24 The adobe
Presently referred to as the Las Cruces Adobe was probably
built during this time, perhaps about 1860.

Also during this time, the Corderos engaged in various
real estate transactions selling undivided interests in thedir
land probably to compensate for financial loses following
a glutted catcle market in the North. In 1860 the Corderos

rented land to Frank L. Birabend25

and in this same year
Pedro Baron settled on Ranchos Las Cruces, engaging primarily
in merchandising and stock raising. Baron remained 1in Las
Cruces until 1870.26

The years between 1861 and 1864 represent a period of
extremely hard times in Californian history. During these
years the populous was first subjected to abnormal rains
causing serious flooding across the state, followed immediately
by two years of drought. .These forces of nature, plus an
oversupply of cattle in the north by 1860, caused a large

depreciation in the value of live stock. Fortunes were lost;

the most vulnerable people being the native Californians and

the Mexican populous. Cattle was sold cheaply so taxes

could be met. Adding to the plutted northern markets and

the extremes of uature, in some areas of California, including
Santa Barbara, grasshoppers invaded, counsuming vital summer

and fall pasturage.



In 1861, Pedro €. Carrillo noted ip Santa Barbaraz
Everybody in this Town is Broke not a dollar

to bé seen, and God bless everyone if things do

A, %

ngt change. Cattle can be bought at any price,

.
Réal Estate is not worth anything...
The "Chapules" [grasshoppers] have taken

possession of this Town, they have eat all the

Barley, Wheat &c. &c. there is not a thing left

by them, they cleaned me entirely of everything

and 1 expect if I do not move out of this Town

they will eat me also. "Dam the Chapules,”" I

have lqst about two thousand dollars.?’

Resulting from these series of disasters including the
drought, the floods of 1861 which reached an extent "unknown
to the oldest inhabitant,"28 the inundatedcattle market
in the north, and the chapules, one of the most romantic periods
of California's histbry came to an end. By 1864 most Spanish-
Americans had been forced to scli their lands in order to meet
daily living expenses as well as to p#y‘taxes, though primarily
for the latter reason. As Cleland notes, "Reduced by mounting
debts and unpaid taxes to the condition of a 'devastated grain’
field,'the little that was left of their once lordly estates
passed forever into alien hands."29

That the Corderos were affected by these series of disasters
is unquestionable. Over nine-tenths of the cattle, horse and
sheep population in Santa Rarbara County is said to have died
during the drought of 1863—66.30 Though no records exist of

the Corderos' financial condition at this time, in their 1876
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petition to Congress for the official patent, it is mentioned

31
that the Corderos were poor and lived solely off their land.

This sagggsts that they were unable to make a financial comeback
followiéﬁ the series of disasters of the sixties.

Féllowing the Homestead Act of 1862, the United States
Surveyor General began to measure tracts of land for the
thousands of Yankee settlers heading west. Since the Cofderos
never fulfilled the requirements demanded by "An act to
ascertain...)' the Federal Government considered Rancho Las
Cruces as part of the public domain. Thus in the latter half
of this decade, lands on Rancho Las Cruces were surveyed to be
catalogued as such and therefore eligible for homesteading.

Seeing this as a potential threat; along with increased:
activity in the area due to the stage lines, the Corderos
and others who had purchased undivided interests in Rancho
Las Cruces32 submitted a petition to the United States Congress
in 1876, requesting permission to secure their land patent.
Though the title was confirmed to Vicente Cordero et al on
September 7, 1871,33 without the patent the title was meaningless.

Submitted as part of their petition to Congress were
numerous letters from prominent citizens of Santa Barbara
attesting to the ¢haracter of the Corderos and verifying that
they indeed had resided on Rancho Las Cruces from 1833. Those
submitting depositions included Lewis T. Burton who knew Miguel
Cordero, the original grantee of the lands, since 1831; Judge
Charles Fernard; County and District Court Clerk H. P. Stone who

testified that Vicente Cordero had pafd taxes on the }and since

1850; Judge John Maguire; and James L. Ord. Other prominent
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citizens included State Senator Antonio Maria de la Guerra and

-

president of the Board of Supervisors Thomas Moore .34

PR AR i B e
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Congress granted the Corderos permission to have their

A - :
case tried before a district court (as required by "An act

.
L

to ascértain...")and finally on August 31, 1880, the grant was
35 :
confirmed. The land survey was completed in August 1881 and

the patent was finally approved July 7, 1883 by A. C. McFarland,

Commissioner of the General Il.and office.36 Map 4

In 1864 one of the bloodiest murders in the history of
Santa Barbara County took place at Las Cruces overva change of
stage coach routes. During this time period, most distant travel
was made primarily by stage. A stage stop at one's house provided
the owner of the house with a substantial income, the owner
providing meals for the travelers and many times night's lodging
as well. This, in addition to a crew who boarded full time in

order to serve the needs of the coach line, resulted in considerable

revenue.
Thus in 1864, a proposal to alter the existing stage line

which stopped at Gaviota to a point closer to Las Cruces generated

much competition for the new station. The final route approved

was to pass at the house of an American, Wilson Corliss, a

sheepherder owning 2-3,000 head as well as an interest in the

Las Cruces Ranch. Corliss, who lived with his.wife and a

shepherd Franc[isc]o Coronado, a native Californian, built a

house within a mile and a halt of the crossroads in order to

serve the new stage line.

Within a few days after they moved into their new home,




Corliss and his wife were beaten and placed inside their house,

the door locked from the outside, and the structure burnt to

the grouqﬁ. Coronado was found sixteen days later,»his bloody
A,

body wgdged between some rocks.

The murder caused a huge uproar in town and a vigilante
committee of fifty men from Santa Barbara formed at the St.
Charles Hotel along with a sheriff's posse of fifteen meﬁ; to
pursue the murders. Following a brief inquest they drew up
their plan of pursuit. '"Both parties were well armed and
composed of determined men whose purpose was to make short work
of the murderers if found."3’

In a cloak and dagggr escapade, a plan was devised where
one group was to go to Gaviota concealed in the stage.with
its curtains closed so no news of their coming would precede
them. The second group waited until dusk before departing.
Upon their arrival in Gaviota, the men in the stage immediately .
arrested members of the Cota family, one of whom was "Cabeza
Blanca," a known desperado. Suspicious-looking characters
were picked up along the road by the second gfoup who also
collected testimouy from nearby residents.

After a sixteen day investigation at the site of the
murder, three major suspects emerged. These were the Williams
brothers--Bill, Elize, and Steve--from Oregon, who lived fairly
close to the Corliss' and who competed to get the stage coach
stop 1n Las Cruces.38

So sure were they that they'd get the new station that

the hrothers even had a corral and barn built for the stage

horses. They probably remodeled the interior of the house at




this time as well as built the exterior wooden additions.
Changes on the interior probably included the partitioning

r

off of‘yhgt is now the central bedroom as well as the addition
of the ;ireplace in order to meet the new demands to be placed
on the adobe as a hotel. The exterior rooms were to serve as
bedrooms for the travelers as well as a kitchen and dining
room.

While the Cotas from Gaviota also had motive, there was
no evidence to use against them. One woman, a Californmian
named Ysabel Yorba testified that one of the Williams brothers
solicited her to place strychnine in the Corliss' milk which
she delivered daily, thus tending to implicate the brothers
as.the prime suspects.

It was suggested that the Williams brothers be arrested
and mock hung until they confessed. However,many of the
vigilante members felt this type of action a bit rash. A
vote was taken among the members who finally decided the
evidence was only circumstantial, with‘ﬁhe only proven fact
being that one brother proposed to poison the-Corliss family.

When the affair was finally over the Williams were
acquitted for lack of concrete evidence though it was generally
believed by the townspeople that they were indeed guilty. After
the excitement died down the eldest brother, Bill, left town
to return to Oregon and shortly thereafter the two remaining
brothers were murdered while camping one night in San Luis
Obispo. They bad left Las Cruces to move their sheep to the
Tulare Valley, awéy from the drought-ridden areas. Their murder

was evidently unrelated to the Corliss incident and appeared



to be for money. The susbecr. a man named Stanner, was wearing

a gold watch owned by one of the brothers which led to his

arrest. ~Stanner had only been working for the Williams a

A
short gime and most likely had no motive other than cash and
jewel;y. Stanner hung for his crime.39

The Williams brothers lived in what is now called the
Las Cruces Adobe. While the adobe was probably built by the
Corderos in the late 50s,most likely the Williams brothers
constructed the wooden exterior additions in 1864 in
anticipation of getting the stage route. The original barn
that they erected no longer stands; the present bafh having
been constructed in the 1880s by W. W. Hollister. The old
scége road passed between the adobe and where the Hollister
barn now stands.

Following the death of the Williams brothers, a fourth
brother, A.Bascom Williams arrived in Santa Barbara to
investigate the circumstances surrounding his brothers'
deaths as well as to tie up any loose business affairs of
theirs. He decided in the fall of 1866 to take up residence
in Las Cruces and remained there until he was elected County
Clerk of Santa Barbara in 1880.%0 while living in the Las
Cruces adobe, Qilliams "had the unique distinction of being
postmaster, deputy sheriff, constable, and justice of the

nwhl

peace there. A man of many facets, Williams also served

as judge of the township court%? (a position held formerly by

3

his brother Elize)a as well as managed his adobe as a stage
stop.

For four years his adobe served in this capacity. Then,
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from 1870 to 1872, the local stage company violated irg
contract with the United States Post Office Department.
During téis period the Las Cruces Adobe, while still

A
considsied the only post office in the third township of

Santa Barbara, received and distributed no mail. A letter to

the Santa Barbara Press in 1872 noted that this violation by

the stage line subjected "the people of this part of thé‘
County to much inconvenience, and- positive loss of time and
money."éb As postmaster, Williams received a total of
$12.00 per year in postage stamps as his salary, though for
these two years his quarterly report simply read no mail
received, none dispatched.45~

The stage company evidently remained 1in violation of
its contract until late in 1873 when the Santa Barbara Weekly
Press mentioned a new mail contact had been negotiated. The
new stage route was to go through Gaviota, Las'Cruces, Nojoqui,
and the San Ynez Mission where it would connect with Bucklav.46
This may have been the same stage line as that which was owned
by Don Miguel Burke, traveling between Santa ﬁarbara andv
Guadalupe.l‘7

Traffic to and from the adobe undoubtably increased
substantially after 1875 when W. W. Hollister along with
Thomas and Albert Dibblee constructed a wharf at Gaviota to
export their supplies of wool. The wharf soon became the
major exporting site for the farmers of the San Ynez and
necarby valleys. Many would bring their poods to the wharf

by way of the Gaviota Pass to be shipped to market by steamer,

stopping overnight at the adobe before making their way back
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to San Ynez.l'8 . Map 5

During the late 70s, Williams was elected County

Clerk oeranta Barbara and moved from Las Cruces into town.

A &

In 18&7, J. R. Broughton moved into the adobe and assumed
simil;r responsibilities of hotel manager, storekeeper, and
postmaster.49 Working at the Las Cruces station, one came
into contact with many people. Thus the adobe seems tobhave
served as a stepping stone to public office as in 1883
Broughton also became an elected county official, gaining
the position of Santa Barbara County sheriff.,=0 .

It has been suggested that at this time the adobe gained
some notoriety as a brothel and whiskey emporium, serving
the needs of the men on their trip back to San ¥nez.: But
to what extent this is true remains in question because the
adobe was man;ged during these years by Sheriff Broughton.

On June 28, 1880, Vicente Cordero sold his share of the
Rancho Las Cruces to W. W. Hollister and the Dibblee Brothers,
local land barons, for §$2.218. The exact acreage was not
specified in the sale, rather the land was siéply described
as Rancho Las Cruces and named its neighboring ranches as
defining the b.oundaries-52 Cordero sold the land in 1880
tﬁought it was not unt£1 July 7, 1883, that his patent was
finally confirmed.?3 Along with the sale there may have been
a gentlemen's agreement whereby the Corderos were permitted to
continue residing on the lands. As far as the occupants of
the Las Cruceg adobe were concerned, there was probably litctle

if any impact by the change of ownership except that they paid

their rent to a different landlord.

The Hollister-Dibblee empire continued to grow and by




1891 it was comprised of over 100,000 acres including

Rancho San Juan, Salsipuedes, Espirada, Santa Anita, Gaviota,

and Las E}uces. The entire areca was referred to as San
A

Julian;Rancho and the partnership owned between 50-%5.000

head Af sheep and five hundred head of captle.'

With the arrival of the narrow gauge railroad at Los Olivos
in 1889, farmers from San Ynez no longer had to make the‘long
trip to the Gaviota wharf to ship.their goods.55 However,
the loss of patronage from the San Ynez farmers did not hurt
lLas Cruces in any way as in the same year the Southern
Pacific Railroad was extended to the coast. Those stages
previously using theFSan Marcos pass now began taking the
easier grade from Gav;ota to‘Las Cruces.56

Following the death of Sheriff Broughton, Jacob Loustnl&t,
a French basque sheepherder,with his wife Rosaline, rented the
adobe from the Hollisters. The adobe still fulfilled its
estabiisheq capacities as stage stop, cafe, and bar, though
it was no longer a hotel. The station was also frequented
by the numerous ranch hands working for the Hbllisters, who
stopped by for meals as well as drinks at the bar. During
the Loustalots' stay at the adobe a tack room was added
between the house and the barn to satisfy the expanded needs
of Hollister's ranch.>’

With the completion of the Southern Pacific Railroad
Coast Line use of the adobe dwindled rapidly. Thoupgh stages
continued to link Solvang with the railroad at Gaviota as

late as 1916,58 the adobe only served in the capacity of a

cafe-bar. Jacob Loustalot died in 1916 and three years later

Map 5




his wife left Las Cruces. Others who lived in the adobe

following the Loustalots were respectively Vicente Ortega,

Oliver Johnson, and Frank Lugo, though only for short periods.59

The}ﬁollisters continued to use the ranch house as a stop-
over when driving their cattle through the pass for shipment
by the Southern Pacific. Dibblee Poett recalls driving cattle
to GCaviota in the late teens noting:

We usually left Rancho San Julian in the

early morning arriving at Las Cruces about noon,

where the cattle would rest and water there for

about an hour; then go on down the pass. There

were usually four or five riders in the lead to

warn approaching drivers or to prevent the lead

cattle from straying into the creek or nearby

hills.60

Poett also notes that vaqueros who rode in the lead wearing
red bandanas would warn motor traffic coming up the pass to
pull off the road and permit the herd tp_continue}_ After the
early twenties cattle were still driven througﬁ the pass with.
the aid of California Highway Patrolmen who would warn traffic
of what was coming down the road. This practice continued
until shortly after World War II.61 During the twenties,
also in the immediate area, was a small store owned by John
and Cesarina Loustalot as well as an inn run by Charles

62
Nicholas.

Adobe houses are fragile structures and if not cared for

nroperly, they quickly fall to ruin. A photo of the Las Cruces




Rancho in 1940 shows its condition about ten years after it
was vacated. Since this time a new highway has gone in and

the adobgbhis remained virtually ignored, subject to much
vandalism;énd malicious mischief. As the forces of nature
take their toll, most of the shingles have blown off, the
roof caved in, and walls fallen over.

In October 1967.63 the State of California purchased
Rancho Las Cruces from the Hollister- Company. Since this
time plans have been made to restore the adobe to its
condition at its most historically significant period of
use - the 1880s and 90s. Though today it stands in its
ruined state with the freeway a§ a backdrop the Las Cruces
adobe serves to remind all of an important part of Santa
Barbara County's historic past. By converting this adobe

to a youth hostel, the traditional use of the adobe as

a stopover for travelers making their way along Califormia's

coast will continue.

Fig.




APPENDIX I

ESPEDENTE.

At g
Promondg por et Crudadana Miguel Cordero en pretencion del
parage nambrado las Cruces.

1317
Sor Cahernador

Miguel Cordero de este vecuredad ante V. S. con el
respeto devido y conferme a omi dro, combengo, digo;
que con el abjeto de dedicarme al inter esante ramo de
la agricultura pr. hallarne poseedor de algim numero de
vienes de campo tengo presente'qe.Apara este fin con-
forﬁe h las leyes de colonizacion debo de denjir me 3 V.
S. como lo hago en sélicitud del paraje nombrado las
Cruces; este terreno avunque ha pertinacido a la ex-
mission de Sta. Ines, se halla a la pha, desocupado, y el
cetado estdblecimiento no lo necesita, por tal motéro lo
creo colonizable y sin atro impedi ruto a impediera su
adjudicécion elli edad abanzada mis mentos confracdos
3 el Sero, de las Amas y oteos muy notorios sou las que
mi impelsu dirijir esta representacion acohpenada con
el correspondunte diseno.

Portanto, A. V. S. Suplico se siena acceder como
pido su que receivre graeea admitendo c¢sta en papel
conecur bt. mo haber del Sello correspondente.

Jurando lo necessario.

Sta. Barbary; Mayo 2 de 18137.

A ruego del interesado.

JOSE DE LA GUERRA Y CARRILLO.



TRANSLATION OF LSPEDIENTE.

1

PROCEEDINGS
A~
Institutgd by the citizen Mipuel Cordero, petitioning for the
place named Las Cruces.
137:
To His Excellency, the Governor:

1, Miguel Cordero, of this vicinity, before your excel-
lency, with dué respect, appear and say: That, being de-
sirous of devoting myself to agriculture, since I am the
owner of a'considerable amount. of stock, and being
aware that, under the laws of colohization, I must apply
to your honor, as 1 do, asking for a grant of the placg
named "Las Cruces." This tract of land, although it
has belonged to the ex-mission of Santa Ines, is at pres-
ent unoccupied, and the said mission does not need the
same. Wherefore 1 think that the same is in a condi-
tion to be colenized, and T think there is nothing_to pre-
vent the said place from being granted;

My oid age, and the military services I have given to
the country, impel me to make this petition to vour
honor.

Wherefore 1 pray your honor to be pleased to grant
my petition, admitting this on common paper, for want
of sealed paper.

Santa Barbard, May 2d, 1837
"At the request of the petitioner.

7/
JOSE DE LA TUERRA Y CARRILLO.
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APPENDIX 1T

Enkek refendo rancho de las Cruces y su el mesmo dia,
mes y ago [Nov. 2, 1845) D. Miguel Cordero reesino del
Puerto de Sta Barbara, acompanado del‘Alcalde y testigos
de Asist'a. de estos antos, dijo; que habiendose medido las
tierras de este rancho segron consta su el anto anterior,
tomaba y toma la herdadera y corporal posecion de dtias
tierras medidas pues le pertenesen por justo titulo que
obtlene de la conceston ql. de ellas le hiso el Sup'or.
Gob'no del Departamento entrb y pqsb por ellas arrancbd
Urbac esparcid punados de tierra rompio ramas de losg arboles
e hiso otras danostracunes y actos de posesion en senal
q'l. 1la q'l dejo tomada de dicha tierras Yy yo dicho Alcalde
mande que de sole entouces 1lo tubieran y reconocieran por
Cordadero Senor vy posedor de ella.

De todo lo espaesto pedio decho D. Miguel Cordero
que para memoria en lo handero Yy conserbacion de sus
directros le fuese estendido por mi el repetido Alcalde
una constancea, y lo ferino y los de mi asst'a., de que

g
doy fe.

NICHOLAS A. DEN,

Asst'a RAYMUNDO CARRILLO,

Asst'a JOSE M'a. ORTEGA.

To O R Y Ty




On the said Rancho,of lLas Cruces, and on the same
day, month, and year [Nov. 2, 1845), Don Miguel Cordero,

1

a residept of the port of Santa Barbara, in company with

A ;
the Ayéalde and the assisting witnesses; he said, that the
lands of this Rancho, having been measured, as shown by the
foregoing proceedings, he took the true and corporal
possession of the said lands, since they belonged to
him by the just title, which was issued to him by the su-
perior government of the department. He entered upon
and passed over said lands, pulling up herbage and scat-
tering handfuls of earthi brecaking branches of trees, and
making other demonstrations, a§ a sign of the possession,
which he said he took of said land. Whereupon I, the
said Alcalde, ordered that, from that time forth, he
should be considered as the owner and possessor of the
same.

Of all of which the said Miguel Cordero asked a tes-
timony ,for the future security of his rights, which I, the
said Alcalde, gave, signing the same with the assisting
witne#ses.

NICOLAS A. DEN.
Assist. RAYMUNDO CARRILLO

Assist.JOSé Ma. ORTEGA
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¢ THIS WAS THE SCENE IN ABOUT THE YEAR 1903 in front of the old adobe af Las Cruces during
« the :period when it was occupied by members of the Jacob Loustalot family. Mrs. Cesarina Loustalot
. of Santa Ynez, widow of Jean [John) Loustalot who dived at the adobe as a boy, -identified some of
those in the photo. From.the left .are Vincente Ortega; Mrs. Jacob {Rase) Loustalot, an unidentified
little girl, Justine Loustalot .Meloling, unidentified. man, little Jean Loustalot and his brothar, Piorre
© {Pete). Boh‘ind latter is:-the-old Indian: Fernando, who becan. his life at Old Mission Sarta:Ines and
o tule 0 whe dater fived with:the Loustalot family for 21 years..He was a ‘handyman for the Loustalots and
i . [lived 1o the rips age of 11} before succumhing to-the flu in an epidemic in Santa Barbara in 1919.

= : fdn.‘ Cesarina Loustalot believes Vincente .Guevarra is .standing. behind .lacob Loustalot, whils the
5 * ' Guevarra ‘boys, David and-Dan, .are at -the extreme right. State’ of Ca'ifornia is 'now considering
- ; AFINE Tcsforing adabe, now almest in complete ruins, as.a historical landmark.

i }t.“ \’4"@ ) 4 g 5 : ¥ ; s : -
- U Restoration of ! Last Cruces :Adobe
The -State Reésources Agency. has acquired
title to" thé land at the: intersection of State -
Highway 1 with U.S. 101 in Gaviota Pass, and

~.has turned its attention to the possibility of re-
storing the old adobe hotel, store and stage
station at Las Cruces as an historical land-
mark.

S

Hit. by Rains

« ed the demolition cf the old landmark. How-
ever. the structure has been made the subject
of a preliminary historical values analysis by
Allen W. Welts. supervisor of the history sec-
tion of the Resources Agency of California. He

Sl

ol o "éif%asmusseﬁ’s

teriorating timbers be stabilized until a study

| COME — PUTTER A-ROUND
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Fun For All Ages

1645 MISSION DR., SOLVANG
IACROSS FROM SDLVANDG PARK)

Rasmussen’s gift shop features a wide vari-
ety of imported gifts, imported and domes-
tic fabrics. hand knit imported sweaters

_ and many other beautiful Scandinavian
items. This interesting shop has delighted
shoppers in Solvang for over twenty years.
1697 Copenhagen Drive in Solvang, Tele-
phone 688-6636.
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can be made of their potential value and use.

James P. Tryner, chief of the agency’s divi-
sion of resource management and protection,
has endorsed the Welts report. The ruins are
officially known as the Gaviota State Beach
Hollister Adobe.

The adobe-walled structure’s beginnings are
obscure. but it is believed to date from the
late Mexican period when it was a part of
the 8.152 acre Las Cruces land grant in Gavio-
ta Pass. originally deeded in the 1810’s to
Miguel Cordero and patented to his descend-
ants in 1883 by President Chester A. Arthur.

The ranch became part of the 125.000 acre
land empire acquired by the Dibblee-Hollister
partnership in the late 1860s. In 1862, when
the partnership was dissolved, Thomas B.
Dibblee retained ownership of San Julian
ranch and Col. W, W. Hollister the contiguous
ranches, Las Cruces becoming part of the
Hollister Estate.

Las Cruces became an important crossroad
settlement during the latter third of the 19th
Century, and was an overnight stopover for
farmers delivering grain and other crops from
the Santa Ynez Valley to the Gaviota Wharf.

The original adobe became a combination
hotel. saloon. stable, blacksmith shop and stage-
coach depot. Over the vears. three shingle
roofs were installed. one over the other, to

BUELLTON

@® Paintings by
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protect the adobe walls below. Theze are in
an extremely deteriorated condition today.

The Las Cruces Adobe was also known as
the Loustalot Adobe after it was leased by
Jacol: Loustalot in 1891. Loustalot liad come
from Southern France to California and leased
part of the Hollister Ranch and built the Lou-
stalot Corrals, where sheep and cattle were
held after being shipped to Gaviota Wha:i on
their way to the Lompoc Valley.

Loustalot died in 1919 and his wife ieft the
adobe in 1921 to live in Santa Barbara. Jean
Loustalot, born in 1899, was born and raised
in the adobe. His widow, Ce:sarina, now of
Santa Ynez, remembers the adobe as “just a
shambles” in 1938.

More recently, following its acquisition by
the State as part of a right of way for highway
construction at the junction, deterioration has
been rapid through vandalism, equipment stor-
age, freeway construction and weather erosion.

“From the standpoint of environment, the
present appearance leaves much to be desired,”
Welts reported. “However, the structure is nne
of only three in California, owned by the the
state, which typifizs in design an adobe ranch
house and stage station. Its location offers op-
portunity for development as part of a wayside
camp program, incorporating the historic Ga-
viota Pass iron bridge and stream bed into
the scene.”
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LS CRUZLS RANCIIO

It is a legend that one dry Joaguin iurrieta and his geng epreared

at Las Cruces Fiancho »nd found Seaora Ortega alone. Joaquin szid to her thit

he knew they had sold some cattle z2nd asked her where the money was.” The
pocr woman hesitated to tell him. vWihereunon Be grabbed her earrings and

tore them off. The slit ear lobes npained her greztly and , fearing further

harm she indicated to Kurr%cta where t he money was buried under a tree.
#jgs This spot later becare a rendevuous for thieves and bandits. Some
the buildin~s are still standing. :

(For the Good of the Country “age 68.
Hettie Stone Beneficld 1951.)

Indian name for Bas Cruces in Alexander Taylor's column in the Calif.
Farmer 1860's is Sajcay and can be found inside the cover of Dick
Whitehead's book Mission La Purisima Cancepcion.

Lillian Smith Zletter 5-24-80

LuS CRuCLS BIBLIOGIAPIY

Los Cruces Hotel Ruins

W-lker A. Tompiins News Press  2-23-15

Ol-en Days Ifdnerzl Springs FPopular Spot.
Y 7
St2lls “leve-l - nd Roure Heus Press Sest 21-1963
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FERNANDO LIBRADO KITSEPAWIT

Born: 1804 on Santa Cruz Island
Brought ¢o San Buanaventura Mission whild a child.
grew up there and worked untill the mission was secularised.

Died: June 19, 1915 = buried at Calvary Cemetery. - Never married
111 yéars old

Worked: Santa Inez Mission, ranches Santa Ynez Valkey, last 21 years
for the Lustalot Family at Las Cruces.

Name L generations all had the Indian name of Kitsepawit Father, Grand Father,
Great Gr-nd Father, and Fernando.

Fernando could not read or wright. His primamy language was Spanish but he
spoke Ventureno, aisy also-Cruzeno, Inezeno and some Purismeno.

He began working with John P. Harrington in late 1912. He was his most
important informant on numerous subjects.

Harrington usually used the abreviation "F" for Fernando.
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Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation

De la Guerra St.
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Ortega St. @
- 1, Caneda Adobe (Trust Headquarters)
2. Padre’s Quarters '
3. Presidio Chapel Site
4. El Cuartel
5. El Paseo
6. Casa de la Guerra
7. S. B. Historical Society Museum
8. Historic Adobe
9. Covarrubias Adobe
EL PRESIDIO
DE
SANTA BARBARA
STATE HISTORIC PARK

123 East Canon Perdido Street

Santa Barbara, California 93102
(805) 966-9719

Cover Photo: View of the reconstructed Padre’s Quarters with the original Chapel

bell. (Wm. Dewey). Design: Wm. Dewey & Russell Shultz

El Presidio
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SANTA BARBARA YESTERDAYS

Las Cruces hotel ruins

By Walker A. Tompkins
TNews-Press Historian

The ghost townof Las
Cruces, located north of Ga-
viota Pass at U.S. 101 and
State Highway 'l to Lompoc,
was a booming little settle-

‘ment a hundred years ago.

Today Las Cruces has been
reduced to the sagging adobe
and shingle ruin shown above.
In its heyday before the turn

‘of the century the building

served as a stage station,
store, saloon, restaurant,
blacksmith shop and hotel.

Las Cruces means ‘the.

crosses.” The name was ap-
plied to the area around 1790
when Franciscan friars, not-
ing a number of unidentified
grave mounds in the vicinity,

" marked them with wooden

crosses. Historians theorize
that the graves might have

~marked an Indian battlefield,
‘since  so many
- spearheads were found there.

arrow and

A warm stﬂplmr springs,

‘now a county park, bubbled
_from a creage in the foothills

a half mxIe ‘southeast of the

town.

IN SPANISH DAYS, Las
Cruces’ proximity to Gaviota
Creek made it an important
watering place for travelers
between La Purisima and

Santa Barbara Missions by

way of San Julian, the “kitch-
en ranch” granted to the
Royal Presidio of Santa Bar-
bara by King Carlos IIL

- Starting in April, 1860, Con-

cord stagecoaches changed
teams at Las Cruces on their
way to the Lompoc Valley or,
via the Alisal Canyon cutoff,

to the Santa Ynez Valley and

points north. A small settle-
ment sprang up around the

‘stage station and barns.

The center portion of the
adobe pictured above served
as a hotel for travelers in the

-late ’60s. A barroom complete
with counter and backbar
mirror was added in the lean-

to nearest the camera, the
outer wall having been
knocked out by vandalg in re-

. cent.vears.

Whenever the shmgle roof
required patching, the succes-

- sive owners of the structure

laid new rafters, sheathing
and shingles over the first, so

that portions of the ruins show

the wreckage of three layers
of rooﬁng

THE INTERIOR adobe

walls have also been heavily
damaged in the past 10 years,
more by vandalism than by
the weather. Layers of old-
fashioned wallpaper scab the
main interior walls which en-
closed a dining room for trav-
elers, with a Kkitchen adjoin-

ing. The lean-to on the left, or .

west frontage of the building
was cut up into cubicles for
sleeping rooms. According to
the late Sen. J. J. Hollister
Sr., who was the last private
owner of the property, the
rooms at one txme were a
brothel.

The smaller additions on the
right were shops and storage
rooms. When Hollister and I
explored the ‘ruins in 1960 the
walls were hanging with

bran d in g irons, “harness,
chains and blacksmithing
tools dating to the years when
Las Cruces Ranch was part of
the Hollister Estate ranching
operation. - .

During the 1880s and 905,
farmers from the Santa Ynez
Valley had to haul their grain
via Alisal Canyon to Gaviota
Wharf, operated by Hollister
& Dibblee, a trip which re-
quired 14 fordings of the
crrek. The farmers stopped
overnight at Las Cruces on
their return, and the old hotel -
became a lively gambling hall
and whisky emporium.

. IN 1901, when the railroad
put the Gaviota Wharf and the
stagecoach lines out of busi-
ness, Las Cruces began its
toboggan slide into oblivion.

A huge haybarn éast of the
hotel ruins, a Hollister Ranch
addition of the 1890s, has ‘a
manger incorporating tw
planks which may well be the i
largest piece of milled fir
lumber in California. They .
are nearly four inches thick,



"'v NICOLAS ISLAND

" Skeleton of prehistoric
Indian woman discovered

By Dick Smith
News-Press Staff Writer

The skeleton of an Indian
lieved to be that of a prehis-
ric woman who lived on San
Island is being inves-
by scientists from the
Barbara Museum of Nat-
History.
skeleton, found in the
indy wastes of remote San
icolas, was discovered ac-
cidentally by a sailor stationed
the island while off duty.

SAN NICOLAS, one of the
Barbara Channel Is-

lies more than 60 miles -

offshore from Santa Barbara.

The U.S. Navy, alerted to the
discovery of the wind-exposed
bones, arranged transportation
to the island, a Navy base, for
Dr. D. Travis Hudson, museum
curator of anthropology, and
Mrs. Jan Timbrook, assistant
curator. ®

Hudson and Mrs. Timbrook
spent two days on the island
researching the find.

They also discovered the site
of a cremation, a rather unusu-
al burial dated approximately
1600 AD, Hudson said.

The skeletal remains, upon
close examination, were iden-

tified as those of a female ap-
proximately 50 years of age
who suffered from acute ar-
thritis of the spine.

“DUE TO the nature of the
windswept site,”” Dr. Hudson
said, “I would not be able to
give even an approximate date
of the burial. However I am
sure it is prehistoric.”’

Hudson said that the skeleton
had been covered and un-
covered more than once by
shifting sands. He and his as-
sistant were unable to find any
artifacts directly associated
with the burial.

THESE BONES found on San Nicolas Island are those of a prehis-
toric Indian woman, according to the Museum of Natural History,
which took the picture. -

. oy it g S s

18 inches wide, and, believe it
or not, 36 feet long—and free
of knots. :

The barn and roundabout
land are now state-owned.. A
committee headed by Mrs.
Cesarina Loustalot of Santa
Ynez has been appointed to
study the feasability of restor-
ing the old Las Cruces store,
hotel and saloon as a histori-
cal landmark. Mrs. Lousta-
lot’s family operated a
famous general store on the
east side of the highway from
the 1920s. It was a landmark
that fell victim to the widen:
ing of the freeway in the late
1950s. ;

The best place to view La
Cruces ruins, which are closec
to visitors by order of the
state Department of Beache:
and Parks, is from the north
near the Lompoc-Vandenber:
highway overpass above U.S
101. :

(“Santa Barbara Yester
days” may be heard at 7:2
a.m. and 12:10 p.m. on KTMS
1250 on the AM radio dial
Mondays through Friday
with Walker A. Tompkins a
the microphone.)
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no easy trek,
report says

Continued from Page D-1
playing out. Finally, the Spanish
King Charles III had expelled
priests in the Society of Jesus
(Jesuits) from his realm and the
Franciscans ‘‘were eager to seize
the opportunity to expand the mis-
sion frontier in Upper California.”

De Anza became the ‘‘right man
at the right place at the right time.”

He “‘had the foresight to recog-
nize that opportunity, the courage to
act upon his realization, and the
leadership qualities to carry his
dnterprise to fruition,” the study
gays.

i The founding of the San Francisco

rission and presidio means ''De
Anza's expedition was a clearcut
success in the short run,”” according
to the report’s evaluation of histori-
cal significance.

But the development of an over-
land route to sparsely settled Cali-
fornia was ‘‘rather minimal™ in its
importance. Indian hostilities
closed the trail as a Spanish emigra-
tion and supply route in the 1780s.

Parts of the route, however,
“were duplicated by the well-known
19th century trails, such as the Gila
Trail and the Overland Trail, used
by gold rushers. emigrants, and
stage lines.”

De Anza first left his presidio at
Tubac on Jan. 8, 1774, with a small

party, skirmishing with thirst and &

starvation before finding a moun-
tain pass to coastal California. He

arrived at Mission San Gabriel on §

March 22, 1774.

He was promoted to lieutenant
colonel for that accomplishment.
On Sept. 29, 1775 he set off from
Horcasitas, about 175 miles south of
Nogales, with a bigger party.

Events include the death of one
mother in childbirth — the baby
survived to live in California — and
three marriages. There also were
delays because of the sickness of
people and animals.

Hardships included the harsh Ari-
zona desert, crossing the Colorado
River, the ‘‘shifting, sandy waste-
lands west of Yuma' with little
water and, later, unusually cold
weather and spow. But the party
reached San Gabriel on Jan. 4, 1776
and waited until Feb. 21 before
heading north:
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The de Anza expeditions of 1774 and 177€
locally in 1976 by Fr. Kieran McCarthy.
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" ““The colonists were pleased with
the seacoast around Santa Barbara,
and were graciously received at
Mission San Luis Obispo and Mis-
sion San Antonio, according to the
study. The party reached the Mon-
terey Presidio on March 1.

‘ De Anza took a small party to San
Krancisco. choosing the site of a
presidio and mission (named “Fri-
day of Sorrows’ or Mission Dolores
for the day of its discovery).

,,
9.743 students — 2.807 more than

e actually enrolled. . .
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On a number of Los Angeles

freeways, fast-moving lanes (usu-

LAl

ally to the far left) were painted
with big blue diamonds, just like
on those kitchen-match boxes, and

just before and after work hours,
theee lanes could onlv be used by

i

Frontiersman
right man for
perilous trek

Juan Bautista de Anza has been
described as a “‘desert-toughened
frontiersman who had spent a life-
time battling the Indians of north-
ern Sonora’’ in Mexico, now part of
Arizona, when he undertook a jour-
ney that was to make him famous:

“‘He led a mixed band of soldiers
and civilians, and women and chil-
dren, through some of the most
forbidding territory ever crossed,
during one of the coldest winters on
record, with only one death.”

According to the National Trail
Alternatives Study by the National
Parks Service, De Anza made two
treks to California, from 1774
through 1776. They led to the birth
of San Francisco and proved an
overland route to the Spanish out-
posts was available from Yuma to
San Gabriel Mission.

It was “"an ‘accomplishment that
has never been equalled” in trail
party leadership, concludes the
study of the proposed Juan Bautista
De Anza National Trail. The 2,000-
mile route leads‘through the tri-
county area. :

Un{il de Anza, scattered Spanish

it

Sleep

000 of our_students.are.not-even—t————

]
“Actually, of course, more than

)
H

settlements in California were de-
pendent on ships for supplies. The
ocean route was hazardous and
time-consuming  and the settle-
ments ‘‘were small, weak, and con-
stantly threatened with starvation.”
The Spanish also wanted ‘‘stra-
tegically placed harbors and out-
posts™ in California to protect their
treasure ships from the Philippines.
They were watching other Europe-
an nations’ explorations, the study
says. :
Rich Spanish mines in Mexico
and Central America also were
’ag"e D-4, gol.
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2,000-mile route follows
path of explorer de Anza

' "By Gail Steiger

dompoc Bureau

* Historical interest may accom-
plish a long-term present-day
dream of recreational enthusiasts:
Opening a huge stretch of the coun-

_y's coast for a hiking-riding trail.

“This isn't another Joe Blow
Trail. It’s an important one,” said
county parks planner Jonathan
Dohm of the proposed Juan Bautista

de Anza National Trail under study

. by the National Parks Service. The
. service will accept public com-

ments March 27 at a meeting in
Santa Barbara.

The county portion of the pro-
posed 2,000-mile route follows the
coast from Ventura County to the
northerly reaches of Vandenberg
Air Force Base. where it moves
inland, leaving the county at Gua-

" dalupe. The route would begin in
+ 'Nogales, Ariz., and end at San Fran-

¢isco Bay.
. The. meeting, starting at 7:30
p.m. at the supervisors’ hearing
room in the county Administration
Building, is the fifth of seven sched-
uled in California and Arizona.
Don Olson, wilderness and trail
coordinator for the service's San
Francisco regional office, will lead

| the Santa Barbara hearing, said

Holly Bundock of the public infor-
mation siaff.
Comments will be incorporated

* with the trail study and alternative

designations and sent to National
Park Service headquarters. Con-
gress has asked the Interior Depart-
ment for a recommendation.

The study found the trail does not
meet criteria for National Scenic

* Trail designation, but it could war-

rant naming as a National Historic
Trail. It also could become a Heri-
tage Trail through special legisla-

tion similar to what created the
Daniel Boone Heritage Trail.

Five alternatives offer varying
degrees of government and private
efforts that could be utilized to
educate the public about the trail's
history and importance — and to
open more of it to public uses.

They are:

“Continue existing programs,
with no unified effort to develop a
corimected trail along the route,
mark it or interpret it through edu-
cational displays.

—Create a De Anza Trail Associ-
ation of volunteers many of
whom joined in a 1976 De Anza re-
enactment during the Bicentennial
and have continued interest — to
promote public understanding and
recreational trail development.

—Designate it a National Heéri-
tage Trail, which would use private
money for placing markers on fed-
eral lands and, possibly, on private-
ly-owned or ‘non-federal lands as
well. ;

—Designate it a National Historic
Trail, which would involve the fed-
eral governmépt in marking the
trail on federal lands, supplying

markers for other parts, and provid- -

ing limited funding for interpretive
sites. Cooperation with land-manag-
ing public agencies along the route
would be required.

—Develop a combination plan,
coupling the volunteer association
with a federal trail designation.

This “would produce the most in-

tense activity toward realizing the
objectives.”

Along the long route, portions
coincide with existing recreational
trails while others cross highly ur-
ban areas where a recreational trail
obviously cannot be developed, the
study notes. It suggests a feasible

NEWS-PRESS MAP BY SONYA HOLM
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APPROXIMATE ROUTE OF ANZA'S
1775-76 EXPEDITION

LOCATION WHERE HISTORIC ROUTE
CROSSES PUBLIC LANDS

EXISTING OR PLANNED RECREATIONA!
TRAIL

JUAN BAUTISTA DE ANZA

NATIONAL HISTORICAL TRAIL

VICINITY OF ANZA PARTY CAMPSITE
ON 1775-76 EXPEDITION

POTENTIAL INTERPRETIVE SITE

The 1775-76 de Anza expedition foilowed the
county’s coast on a trek that led to the birth

goal would the addition of non-
continuous chunks for historic
markers or public uses.

In Santa Barbara County, inter-

pretive siles with commemmora-

tive. markers, information kiosks or
other displays could be placed at
Rincon, Goleta and Ocean Beach

county parks, all of which are near

campsites of the de Anza expedi-
tion, according to the parks service

study. A map also shows other
beach parks as potential sites
Displays also might be placed at
Santa Barbara and La Purisima
missions, although neither was in
the direct path of the expedition.
A network of exisitng or planned
trails extends from Carpinteria to
Goleta. A system of existing bike-
ways in Santa Barbara is to connect
eventually to a planned coastal trail

of San Francisco. It may be commemoratec
as a national trail.

{rom Goleta Beach to Gaviota St
Park some 25 miles north, the st
notes.

A designated trail from UC
north to Gaviota would link th
state parks. “You'd really be op
ing up that coast. I think it would
heavily used, especially if there’
bikeway.” said Dohm.

While the state studied a coas

See Page D-4, Col



: Continued from Page D1
trail some years ago, the difficulty
of acquiring land or rights-of-way — 2
‘both because of costs and the num-
bers of land parcels — prevented its’
_ development, Dohm said. '

New county revenues accompany-

~ ing coastal oil development might

be tapped for trail uses, Dohm said,

but that is uncertain. At the very.";
least, however, a national trail des-

ignation could assist the connty in

coaxing future easements from'
‘coastal developers.

“We have a Pacific Crest Trail in

the mountains. We've been working.
for years to get a trail where people
live, down near the coast’’ between

Santa Barbara and Gaviota, said
Vivian Obern of Santa Barbara;.if

ke
e

2 OOO-mlle trail planned

~ She and her husband George,
partlcxpated in the 1976 De Anza
expedition re-enactment. She is ac- -
tive in the informal statewide group
supporting official trail designation.
Air Force officials at VAFB have
ruled out a trail through the south

* base coast near space launch pads,

including one under construction for -

the space shuttle. There would be -

“significant conflicts’” — apparent-

ly mcludmg both secunty and safety i

— and it “would not be feasible,”

»accordmg o spokesmen

A trail through portions of the
north base “‘may be possxble " how-
ever. The Air Force is continuing to

~work with the National Parks Ser-
vice on the proposal the spokesman £
sald :



i \ e of the Caai vel Islands National
'5 y 5 : Park.

; Saturday . march was. not in-

'. . tended as a protest, Michael

tinued from Page B 1 " Zarate said before it began, but

aam Medicine, a member of rather as a walk that would be
aastern Iroquois Nation with a
orate from Harvard, who 1is
assistant dean of graduate
ies at Stanford University. )
1e said that most Indian edu-
on programs run by the feder-
government promote racism
have caused Native Ameri-
s to lose their cultural identity.
Ne want to stay the way we are
ser. We don’t want to melt. We
it to enhance the quality of our
ural life and the lives of our
5,7 she said. »
nother speaker, Sid Flores, an
yrney who is a member of the
imash band, said Reagan had
;n asked to meet with Native
ericans in Santa Barbara — “in
- homeland that he has visited”
guently during the eight years
1s presidency.
‘lores said Reagan. will be
ed to request that the Soviets
n over to the Chumash some
sred relics and other artifacts
it were removed from the Chan-
| Islands in the 18th Century by
ssian whalers and placed in So-
£ museums.
Reagan also will be asked to use
; influence to allow Chumash to
{ up a condor sanctuary on San-
Rosa Island and to turn over a
ignificant” portion of Sania
)sa Island to the Chumash,
ther than to the Nature Conser-
ncy which now administers most

“peaceful and spiritual.”

Serge A, MaCaoa !
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} Michuel Zarate said the request
3 to mecel with Reagan stemmed
o ftrom a “groundswell of indigna-

 tion” after the president told Sovi-
et university stadents in May that

“maybe we made a mistake” in
mainlaining Indian cultures.

“Maybe we should not have hu-
mored them in that, wanting teo
stay in that kind of primitive life-
style,” the president was quoted
as saying. “Maybe we should have

aid, "No, come join us. Be citizens

sivé to Native Americans, might
ultimately benefit them because
they could lead to a dialogue.

“I'm very thankful that's
happpened and that Mr. Reagan
will use his oftice to influence the
next president,” he said.

Michael Zarate said he expected
representatives of various tribes.
to discuss a wide range of issues
with the president. The date of the
meeting may be sét within the
next several days with White
House aides, he said.

If he participiates in the meet-
ing, Zarate said he would tell
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Sergé A. McCabe/News-Press
Group, up Hefugio Canyon Road to the ranch.

Reagan that “we want to hang onto
our culture, we want to hang onto
our traditions. What we need is
the opportunity to do that. We
need a place to live and the health
careg and educational opportuni-
ties that were promised us in
treaties.”

Michael Zarate said mary Na-
tive Americans consider them-
selves both U.S. citizens and mem-
bers of their tribes.

“The United States has
promised us certain things and
we're only asking for what has
been promised,” he said.

The Native Americans want to

meet with Republican presiden-
tial nominee George Bush and:
Democratic nominee Michael Du-

kakis and the Rev. Jesse Jackson

to discuss issues important to In-.

dians, Zavate said. ;
Before the marchers left the Re-
fugio State Beach to begin their

walk to the ranch, they heard.

speeches: rom representatives of
about ~. lozen Native American
tribes. _ ;

Une of the speakers was Anne

See RALLY, Page B 3
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‘New -~ s staff repost

sANTA YNEZ VALLEY — Howard Al-
) aock Ylooked at the road disappearing
“into Lake Cachuma.

“You can see the ¢ld Highway 130 at
the east -end that actually went through
‘thelake beforetheyrebuilt it as Highway
154, and you can see an old narrow, con-

" crete bridge that went over a creek,” Al

- cock said of - ka'ndmarks normal]y hxdden ;

~ under water.

Stressed by drdugm condltlons, Lake

- Cachuma'has plunged to its lowest level
“since it filled for the first time in 1958,

five years after/construction, according .

to Alcock, head of operations at the lake

™

B u"‘ﬂm California,

and Bradbury Dam.

“Until now, the only time we saw the
bridge was in 1977, another dry year, Al-
cock added.

The old asphalt read is covered with a
heavy layer of silt, and the 26-foot-long
fla%, one-car-width bridge dating back to
the 1920s is fully exposed as it stretches
across dry De Vaul Creek.

~ The bridge sits af the base of what ence -
‘was Arrowhead Island, the lake’s only is-

Ttand that has jow Become a peninsula

“pecause it is no Longer surrounded by
~water: g g ‘
+*The ground is stamng to bake like a
“’drylakelbed ” Aleock saxd “It will proba-

bly be cracked and drying by the end of
the summer when more of the moisture
driesup.”

At an elevation of 710.29 feet above sea
fevel, the reservoir’s high water mark has
even dipped .27 of a foot below the previ-

ous record low of 710.56 feet above sea

fevel reached in 1977.

- “If wili probably comtinue dropping un-
til December unless we have heavy
rains,” Alceck said. “And that's the $64
question. If we den’t get heavy rains this
winter, it will keep dvopping. There's
nothing to bring it up. This is just a reser-

ACHUMA, Page A6




Sq¢ientisis remove mud from a mammoth ske
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FATRVIEW, Utah —. The skeleton of a
mamumoth, a forerunner of the elephant, has
bee'a unearthed at the surprisingly high

\dt;O*l of Q000 feet during construction of
au rigation dam, s¢ientists Sa!d

Lhe dxcce~ery at Huntington Canyon ex-
vited pealeontolo "sts and archaeologists,
who k e%e*;*. around the mammoth's skull
Wednesday and sctaped away mud that has
preserved the skeleton for 10,000 to 15.000
Vears.

The discevery is expected to enhance un-
derstanding of the mammoth and the envi-
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irrigation dam in Central Utah, 9,000 feet above sea level.

leton unearthed during con

e
&

found

nt of central Utah afler the last Ice

uction cf an

”‘f%?%
& &

G
foniy
Age.

o esseniially hac been in a refrigerator
for 10,000 years,” said David (xxliette state
paleontoioclst

The presente of a mammoth at 9,000 feet
above sea level was intriguing, Gillette said.

Mammoths generall\' foraged in lower-
e!e\ahon grasslands. The high-aititude can-
yon's environment hgs not changed appreci-
ably since the peost-glacial period in which
the mammoth apparently lived, he said.

The discovery was made Monday during
construction of a dam that will provide wa-
ter for the Huntingten-Cleveland area.
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