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~ HISTORY OF THE LAS CRUCES ADOBE 

. 
I~Jits desire to secure a power base in California, 

the Spanish government in 1769 established- a series of 

presidios along the co~st, each of which was to act as a 

catalyst for future colonial development. It was hoped 

that growth would radiate from these areas as well as 

along the major connecting roads. As early as August 

17, 1773, we find the beginnings of a land grant system 

in California under Viceroy Antonio Bucareli who issued 

a decree giving Commandant Rivera y Moncada the power 

to xrant the native population ].and for raising sheep 

ancl cattle. Land grants were also made available to 

citizens of the pueblos under the stipulation that the 

grantee reside on the land given. 1 Under Spanish rule, 

however, little land was actually granted. It was not 

until Mexico declared its independence on April 9, 1822, 

after 280 years of Spanish domination that we find any 

significant change in land grant policies. 

Between the years 1822 and · 1847, Mexico encouraged 

colonization through the passage of liberal laws which 

allowed the governor to cede large tracts of land ranging 

from one to eleven leagues [4,428 to 48,708 acres] 2 in 

sparsely populate<l areas. TbesP grants were most always 

lot;ated outside t lit.> pueblos. J 
The 1824 law passed by 

I I, lll Mexican Congress stipul:ltt>d that II no one person shall 

- -- --- - ------- - ----------



he allowed to obtain the ownership of more than one square 

league of irrir,atable land, four leagues of land dependent 

upon the seasons [i.e., seasonal rainfall] and six for the 
41 . • , 

. f · · tl 114 purpose•·o raising cat . e. 
<~-

.0 n e ob t a i n e d a gr an t t h r o u g h p e t i t i on .. t o t h e gov e r n o r 

submitted with a dise5o (rough map) of the desired land. 

Since land was so plentiful at this early date, there 

was little stress placed on specif~c boundaries. Thus, 

the diseio would refer to marked rocks or trees to define 

the property limits. This laxity in surveying and 

specifically defining the boundaries would later prove 

to be the cause of serious problems following the Mexican 

War· for those who received land grants. The petition 

requesting title would indicate the state of the . 

petitioner's Mexican citizenship, military and/or citizen-

ship activities, as well as other relevant information 

concerning ·the assets and ch~racter of the petitioner. 

Upon receipt of a request for a land grant the 

governor woul<l refer the matter to a local prefect or 

another local official who would verify the information of 

t h e p e t i t i o n-, a s c e r t a i n t h e 1 o y a 1 t y a n d c h a r a c t e r o f t h e 

petitioner, as well as check to insure that the desired 

land was part of the public domain. The finished report 

was th~n returned to the governor, which would serve as 

the determining f~ctor _if the governor had no personal 

relationship with the petitioner or local official. If 

t h e gov e r no r a greed t o t h e gr :1 n t , h e w o u 1 d is sue a ~~.!_1~ e do -, 

an official order to make ready 
. 5 

the grant papers. 



, , f ' 

0 n c e i s s tH~ d , th e c on -~-E:_< Ll_?_ g n v C' t h e p '-' t i t ion c r l h c l c> :~ ;1 l 

right to develop his land, even thour,h he still lacked title. 

The grant was then submitted by the governor to the ter.ritorial 
4,; .. 

legisla~~re for final approval. If denied, the petitioner 

could appeal to the central government. 

When approved, most land grants required that certain 

conditions be executed on the part of the grantee. · Brierly 

these were: 1) that the grantee c~nstruct and occupy a 

· ; permanent residence on the land granted within a year of the 

grant; 2) that the land may be fenced off, yet not interfere 

with public roads; 3) that the right of those living on said 

l a n d s -b e r e s p e c t e d [ i • e . , n a t -i v e l n d i a n s ] ; a n d 4 ) t h a t t h e 

g r a· n t e e h a v e t h e 1 o c a 1 ma g i s t r a t e d e f i n e a n d me a s u r e t h e 

boundaries, and that once defined, the grantee mark the~ 

"with fruit trees or forest trees of some utility. 116 AftPr 

this final requirement was fulfilled, the grantee, now with 

legal posses8ion of the land, would ceremonially pull up 

g r a s s a n d e a r t h , a n d t h r ow i t a b o u t h i s 1 a n d i n r h e ·f o u r 

cardinal directions~ symbolizing his ownership. 

Following · the secularization of the missi.on lands, 

Miguel Cordero, a soldier at the Royal Presidio of Santa 

Barbara, applied to the Governor of California Mariano 

Chico in 1835, for a land grant outside the Presidio. The 

a re a h e d e s i r e d w a s t h e l a n d o n w h .i c h h e h ;i d· b e e n 1 i v i n g 

since his retirement from military service in 1833. 7 

Cordero's family ha<l been long established in Californta. His 

~rnndfather Mariano Cordero, along ~ith other members of the 
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Cordero family, were among the Spanish troops who came 

with Gaspar Portola in 1769, aiding in the colonization 

. of Monterey, San Francisco, and Santa Barbara. 8 
Due to 

4.. ·~ 
his fam~fy heritage, his own work at the Santa Barbara .. • 

Presidio, and the Mexican government's desire to settle 

sparsely populated areas, in 1837 Miguel Cordero was 

granted two leagues of land formerly belonging to Mission 

San Ynez. 

His first petition, submitted to Governor Mariano 

Chico, · noted Cordero's large family and possession of a 

large quantity of cattle as sufficient justification for 

a land grant. Hls request was · approved by Chico on July 

12, 1836, and the grant was confirmed by the assembly 

within a month. However, before it was confirmed, Chico 

w a s f o r c e d · t o· v a c a t e o f f i c e . Not knowing the fate of his 

request, on May 2, 1837, Cordero submitted a second 

petition, this one bringing attention to his livestock, 

military services. and old age as reasons for the re_ques~ 

for the grant, to Governor Juan Bautista Alvar;do.9 

Alvarado who was in Santa Barbara at this time consented 

to the grant on May 8, 1837. The grant was .signed on May 

11 and received 10 final approval exactly one week later. 

Along with ~he requested lands, Cordero also was granted 

the 8obrante or land8 unaccounted for between the land shown 

on his dise?io and other nearby rancho lands already 

accounted 11 
for. It was not until eight years later that 

1 2 Cordero had his boundaries officially measured an<l defined. 

While living on this property, probably as early as 
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. 
1833, Miguel Cordero built his adobe home. 

of 8512.81 acres 13 soon consisted of two fields under 

cultivation with primarily wheat and barley crops, a 

4 ; . ·-

g a r d e n n;~ · a r h i s h o me , a v in e y a r d c o n t a i n i n g a p p r o x i m a t e 1 y 

two thousand grape vines, and an orchard of fruit trees 

including pears, apples, and peaches. Cordero, who also 

raised cattle, surrounded his garden, house, and one field 

with a fence as permitted by the p~ovisions of the grant. 

In 1876, 

of fruit 

Cordero's eldest son Vicente added a third orchard 

14 
trees. 

For many people the year~ between 1849 and 1856 

represented the height of the cattle boom. Cattle pulled 

in record high prices and those involved in this trade scored 

r ecord pr-ofits. Many times those who got rich quick had 

more money than they were accustomed to. Saddles allegedly 

laden with silvec. as well as spurs of gold were examples 

of this new encounter with riches. One writer, Rober~ 

Cleland relates: 

... a lady in Santa Barbara amused me by describing 

the old adobe houses, with earthen floors covered 

with costly rugs; four-post bedsteads with the 

costliest lace curtains, and these looped up with 

lace again: and the senora and senoritas dragging 

trains of massive silk and satin over the earthen 

floor. It must have been an odd mixture of 

squalor and splendor. 15 

Though such may not have been Cordero's situation~ it i~ 

:-1 a p 3 



probable that he too partook in the high profits of the ti me. 

This is evident in the fact that Cordero did engage in the 

cattle business (1-eaving over one thousand head of c_attle 
,4. , . •• 

at the time of his death), 16 although there is no extant 

record of his income. 

It is evident that Las Cruces and nearby environs were 

not completely settled from a report that as late as 1846 

the Tulare Indians still fought with the Coast Indians and 

made frequent attacks on residents of the area, stealing 

horses and cattle. In 1846 there was an _ all·eged attack on 

the original Las Cruces Rancho in which sixteen persons were 

to have been trapped within the adobe walls in a raid by the 

Tulare Indians. Accounts of this raid spoke of arrows 

sticking out of the walls of the house. Perhaps typical 

of western justice of those years, the Indians were later 

pursued and all but one killed. The horses were returned 

to h 
. 17 t eir owners. 

Other evidence that this area was still fronti~ -r-like 

is found in an article in the Los AngeJes Star. The Star 

reported on October 20, 1855: 

We well - recollect of hearing of the robberies 

committed on the San Buenaventuia and Santa Clara 

Rivers, in the county of Santa Barbara, the actual 

capture and spoilation of the Mission of Santa 

Buenaventura by the Indians, while San Ynez, Santa 

Ro8a, Lompos [sic], Los Al a mos and other exposed 

Ranchos in the same countr y were actually stripped 

of all their horses. 18 



-,-

, 
In early March, 1851, Miguel Cordero died suddenly 

4, .. 
19 after a. 'less than twenty-four hour illness. Due to 

f .• 

his unexpected death, there was no will prepared. His 

estate was comprised of a thousand head of cattle, a 

considerable amount of horses, his land, and his house. 

It is unknown how much money was ~eft as part of his 

estate. 

Shortly thereafter, on March 3, 1851, the United 

States Congress passed legislation entitled ''An uct to 

ascertnin and settle Private Land Claims in the State 

of ·california." Since many of .the original Mexican and 

Spanish land grants were vague in their description o f 

boundaries, the purpose of this act was to specify the 

boundary lines and determine the validity of the tit l e s 

of the various grants now that California was part of 

the Union. 

The act required recipients of Mexican land grants 

to appear before a Board of Land Commissioners within 

two years with proof of title. If no such proof was _ 

available, the grantee would many times loose his land. 

If proof was presented, and the decision was in favor 

of the claimant, the decision would be appealed by the 

United States to the United States District Court where 

the presentation of proof of title was repeated. Following 

a verdict in this ' court in favor of the claimant, the case 

was then again appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. All 

this took place at the expense of the defendant. Attorneys' 



fees were often paid in parcels of land. After the process 

had reached the Supreme Court, the question of title was 

reso'lved. 
4',., +, 

Following this a second legal process began pertaining c . 

to the patent. These latter proceedings demanded that the 

Surveyor General survey the land, at the expense of the grantee 

after which the District Court would decide if the patent 

should be issued. 20 Basically, th~ Act passed in 1851 wa s 

a le g al . measure to delay as l o ng as possible the official 

reco-gnition by the U.S. government of the ownership of lands 

by Mexicans and native Californians. 

Grant_ed, as Kathleen Lane notes, "the task assigned to 

this commission was great, it being asked to decide upon 

titles to a domain larger than many kings of the world, 

with no knowledge of the Spanish people and ·customs, and 

much less a knowledge of Mexican law." 21 However, as a 

result of this law many of the lands granted originally to 

native Californians fell into the hands of bankers and 

lawyers during the time the case was under leg~l considerati?n· 

Since Cordero's widow, Mar{a Antonio Jimenez Cordero 

could not read, write or speak English, she was not aware 

of the legal requirements of this act. Though even if she 

had been able to read, Santa Barbara did not have a local 

newspaper until May 1855 and thus there was little way that 

she would have known. She continued to reside on the land 

with her children, paying taxes on it until her death in 

1857. 22 

Ma rfa Cordero also died intestate and the Rancho was 
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· distributed among the nine children in undivided interests. 23 

ERch built their own dwellings on the land nod continued 

to live on Rancho Las Cruces breeding sheep, cattle and 
~.. ♦-

horses.· Between 1857 and 1876 six other adobe structures .. • 

were constructed on the ranch not including additions made 

to the original adobe house of Miguel Cordero. 24 The adobe 

presently referred to as the Las Cruces Adobe was probably 

built during this time, perhaps about 1860. 

A 1 s o d u r i n g t · h i s t i me , t h e C o r d e r o s e n g a r, e d i n v a r i o u s 

real estate transactions selling undivided interests in their 

land probably to compensate for financial loses following 

a glutted cattle market in the North. In 1860 the Corderos 

rented land to Frank L. Birabend 25 and in this same year 

Pedro Baron settled on Ranchos Las Cruces, engaging primarily 
in merchandising and stock raising. 

Cruces until 1870. 26 

Baron remained in Las 

The years between 1861 and 1864 represent a period of 

extremely hard times in Californian history. During these 

years the populous was first subjected to abnormal rains . 

causing serious flooding across the state, followed immediately 
by two years of drou~ht. -These forces of nature, plus an 

oversupply of cattle in the north by 1860, caused a large 

depreciation in the value of live stock. Fortunes were lost; 
the most vulnerable people being the native Californians arid 

the Mexican populous. Cattle was sold cheaply so taxes 

c l> u l d b e me t . /\ d d i n g t u t h P }~. 1 u t t e d n o r t h e r n ma r k e t s a n d 

t h e e x t r e m e s o f n ·a Lu r e , i n s o m f' n r e a s o f · C a 1 i f o r n i a , i n c 1 u d i n g 

Santa Barbara, grasshoppers invaded, couRuming vital summc,r 

and fall pasturage. 



In 1861, Pedro C. Carrillo noted in Santa Barbara: 

Everybody in this Town is Broke not a dollar 

to be seen, and God bless everyone if things do 
4.,. ~ 

nqt change. 
f .• 

Ca t t 1 e c an be b:,u g ht a t any p r i c e , 

Real Estate is not worth anything ... 

The ''Chapules'' [grasshoppers) have. taken 

possession of this Town, tl1ey havp eat all the 

Barley, Wheat &c. &c. there js not a thing left 

by them, they cleaned me entirely of everything 

and I expect if I do not move out of this Town 

they will eat me also. "Dam the Chapules," r 
have · lost about tw~ thousand dollars. 27 

Resulting from these series of disasters including the 

drought, the floods of · 1861 which reached an extent ''unknown 

to the oldest inhabitant, 112 8 the inundatedcattle market 

in the north, and the chapules, one of the most rom~ntic periods 

of California's history came to an end. By 1864 most Spanish-
Americans had been forced to sell their lands in order to meet 

d a _i l y 1 iv in g exp en .s es as w c 11 as to pay taxes , though prim a r __ i 1 y 
for the latter reason. 

As Cleland notes, "Reduced by mounting 
debts and unpaid taxes to the condition of a 'devastated ~rain · 

field, 'the little that was left of their once lordly estates 

passed forever into alien han<ls. 112 9 

That the Corderos were affecte~ by these se~ies of disasters 
is unquestionable. Over nine-tenths of the cattle, horse and 

sheep population in Santa Rarhara County is said to have died 
30 during the drought of 1863-64. Though no records exist of 

the Corderos' financial condition at this time, in their 1876 
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petition to Congress for the official patent, it is mentioned 

31 that the Corderos were poor and lived solely off their land. 

This suggests that they were unable to make a financial comehack 4 ,. ~ 

following the series of disasters of the sixties. f . 

Following the Homestead Act of 1862, the United States 

Surveyor General began to measure tracts of land for the 

thousands of Yankee settlers heading west. Since the Corderos 

never fulfilled the requirements d-emanded by "An act to 

a s c e rt a i n ... ,'' t l1 e Fe de r a l Go v e r nm en t con s id e red Ran c 11 o Las 

Cruces as part of the public domain. Thus in the latter half 

of this decade, lands on Rancho Las Cruces were surveyed to be 

catalogued as such and therefore eligible for homesteading. 

Seeing this as a potential threat, along with increased · 

activity in the area due to the stage lines, the Corderos 

and others who had purchased undivided ~nterests in Rancho 

I C 32 b . d .. 4as ruces su mitte a pet1t1on to the United States Congress 

in 1876, requesting permission to secure their land patent. 

Thou~h the title was confirmed to Vicente Cordero e~ al on 

September 7, 1871, 33 without the patent the title was meaningless. 

Submitted as part of their petition to Congress were 

numerous letters from prominent citizens of Santa Barbara 

attesting to the tharacter of the Corderos and verifying that 

they indeed had resided on Rancho Las Cruces from 1833. Those 

submit t in g deposit ions inc 1 u ded Lewis T . nu rt on who knew Mi g u c 1 

Cordero, the oriRinal grantee of the lands, since 1831; .Judge 

Charles Fernard; County and D'istrict Court Clerk H. P. Stone who 

testified that Vi~cnte Cordero had pnid taxes on the land since 

1850; Judge John Maguire; and .James L. Ord. Other promin~nt 



citizens inclu<le<l State Senator Antonio Mar(a de la Guerr3 an<l 

president of the Board of Supervisors Thomas Moore. 34 

Congress granted the Corderos permission to have their 
.4, ♦r 

case tri.ed before a district court (as required by "An act 
f .• 

to ascertain ... ") and finally on August 3lt 1880. the grant was 
35 

confirmed. The land survey w:is completed in August 1881 and 

the patent was finally a pproved July 7, 1883 by/\. C. McF~rland, 

Comm is s ion er o f t he c; en e r al I. and o f f ice . 3 6 

In 1864 one of the bloodiest murders in the hjstory of 

Santa Barbara County took place at Las Cruces over a change of 

Map 4 

stage coach routes. During this time period, most di.stant travel 

was made primarily by stage. A stage stop at one's ho.use provided 

the owner of the house with a substantial income, the owner 

providing meals for the travelers and many times night's lodging 

as well. Thts, in addition to a crew who boarded full time in 

o r d e r t o s e r v e t h e n e e d s o f t h e c o a c h 1 i n e • r e s u 1 t e d i n c o n s i de· r a b 1 e 

revenue. 

Thus in 1864, a proposal to alter the existing stage line 

wh ich stopped at ~aviot3 to a point closer to Las Cruces geneiated 

much competition for t!1e new station. The final route approved 

was to pass at the house of an American, Wilson Corliss, a 

sheepherder owning 2-3,000 head as well as an interest in the 

Las Cruces Ranch. Corliss, who lived with his wife and a 

shepherd Francfisclo Coronado, a native Californian, built a 

house within a mile and a half of the crossroads in order to 

serve the new stage line. 

Within a few days after thPy moved into their new home, 

m:tt.WJI S -&W ea 



Corliss and his wife were heaten r1nd placed inside thei.r house, 

the door locked from the outside, and the structure burnt tn 
, 

the ?,round. Coronado was found sixteen days later, his bloody 4,.. ..., 

body wedged between some rocks. 
C -

The murder caused a huge uproar in town and a vigilante 

committee of fifty men from Santa Barbara formed at the St. 

Charles Hotel along with a sheriff's posse of fifteen men~ to 

pursue the murders. Following a brief inquest they drew up 

their plan of pursuit. "Both parties were well armed and 

composed of determined men whose purpose was to make short work 

of the murderers if found. 1137 

In a cloak and dagger escapade, a plan was devised where 

one group was to go to Caviota concealed in the stage with 

its curtains closed so no news of their coming would precede 

them. The second group waited until dusk before departing. 

Upon their arrival in Gaviota, the men in the stage immediately _ 

arrested members of the Cota family, one of whom was "Cabeza 

Blanca," a known desperado. Suspicious-looking characters 

were picked up along the road by the second group who also 

collected testimony from nearby residents. 

After a sixteen day investigation at the site of the 

murder, three major suspects emerged. These were the Williams 

brothers--Bill, Eli~e, and Steve--from Oregon, who lived fairly 

close to the Corliss' and who competed to get the stage coach 

stop in Las Cruces. 38 

So sure were they that they'd get the new sta.tion that 

the brothers even had a corrnl and barn built for the stage 

horses. They probably remodeled the interior of the house at 



this time as well as buiJt the exterior wooden additions. 

Chang~s on the interior probably included the partitioning 

off of what is now the central bedroom as well as the addition 

of the f..ireplace in order to meet the new demands to be placed 

on the adobe as a hotel. The exterior rooms were to serve as 

bedrooms for the travelers as well as a kitchen and dining 

room. 

While the Cotas from Gav iota- also had mot i. v e , there was 

no evidence to use against them. One woman, a Californian 

named Ysabel Yorba testified that .one of the Williams brothers 

solicited her to place strychnine in the Corliss' milk whi.ch 

she delivered daily, thus tending to implicate the brothers 

as the prime suspects. 

It was suggested that the Williams brothers be arrested 

and m6ck hung until they confessed. However,many of the 

vigilante members felt this type of action a bit rash. A 

vote was taken among the members who finally decided the 

· evidence was only circumstantial, with the only p~oven fact 

being that one brother proposed to poison the Corliss family~ 

When the affair was finally over the Williams were 
. 

acquitted for lack_ of concrete evidence though it was generally 

believed by the townspeople that they were indeed guilty. 

the excitement d i e d down the e 1 de s t b rot 11 c r , Bi J .l , 1 e f t t own 

to return to Oregon and shortly thereafter the two remaining 

brothers were murdered while camping one night -in San Luis 

Obispo. They haci left Las Cruces to m0ve their 8heep to the 

After 

Tulare Valley, .1-way from thP drought-ridden areas. Their murder 

was evidently unrel:1ted to the Corliss incident and ;,pp<3 ,,red 



to be for monPy. T h c.· s u s I) e c. t , a m n n n a m e d S t a n n e r , w a s w (! a r i n g 

a go 1 d w a t ch o w.n e cl b y on e o f t h e b r o t h e r s w h i c h 1 e d t o h i s 

arrest. Stanner had only been working for the Williams a 

short time and most likely had no motive other than cash and C -

jewelry. Stanner hung for his crime.39 

The Williams brothers lived in what is now called the 

Las Cruces Adobe. While the adobe was probably built by the 

Cur.deres in the late 50s,most likely the Willlams brothers 

constructed the wooden exterior additions in 1864 in 

anticipation of getting the stage route. The original ·barn 

that they erected no longer stands; th~ present barn having 

b e e n c o n s t r u c t e d i n t h e 1 8 8 0 s - b y \.J • W • H o 1 1 i s t e r . The old 

stage road passed between the adobe and where the Hollister 

barn now stands. 

Following the death of the Williams brothers, a fourth 

brother, A.Bascom Williams arrived in Santa Barbara to 

investigate the circumstances surrounding his brothers' 

deaths as well a~ to tie up any loose business affairs of 

theirs. He decided in the fall of 1866 to take up residence 

in Las Cruces and remained ~ere until he was eleited County 

Clerk of Santa Barbara in 188o. 4 0 While living in the Las · 

Cruces adobe, Williams "had the unique distinction of being 

postmaster, deputy sheriff, constable, and justice of the 

h 1141 peace t ere. A man of many facets, Williams also served 

as j u d g e o f the township co ti rt 4 2 ( a posit ion he 1 d former 1 y by 

h 1 . )43 his brot er E 1ze as well as managed his adobe ~s a stage 

St Op. · 

For four years his adobe served in this capacity. Then, 



from 1870 to 1872, the local stage company violated its 

contract with the United States Post Office Depnrtment. 

D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d t h e L a s C r u c e s Ad o b e , w h 1 1 e s t i l _ l ~~ 
. . 

consideied the only post office in the third township of ~-
Santa Barbara, received and distributed no mail. A letter to 
the Santa Barbara Press in 1872 noted that this violation by 
the stage line subjected "the people of this part of the · 

County to much 

II 4 4 

inconvenience, and• positive loss of time and 

money. As postmaster, Williams received a total of 

$12.00 per year in postage stamps as his salary, though for 
these two years his quarterly report simply read no mail . ; 45 i received, none dispatched. 

The stage company evidently remained i.n violation of 

i t s c o n t r a c t u n t i 1 1 a t e i n 1 8 7 3 w h E' n t h e S a n t a _ B a r b a r ,1 \v e _ e k 1 y_ 

Press mentioned a new mail contact had been negotiated. The 
new stage route was to g·o through Gav iota , Las Cruces , N o_j o qui , 

46 and the San Ynez Mission where it would connect with Bucklay. 
This may have been the same stage line as that ~hJch was owned 
by Don Miguel Burke, traveling between Santa Barbara and 
Guada 1 upe . • 47 

Traffic to and from the adobe undoubtably increased 
substantially after 1875 when W. W. Hollister along with 
Thomas and Albert Dibblee constructed a wharf at Gaviota to 
export their supplies of wool. The wharf soon became the 
major exporting site for the farmers of the San Ynez Rnd 

nearby valleys. Many would bring their goods to the wharf 
by way of the Gaviota Pass to be shipped to market hy ster1rner, 
stopping overnight at the adohe before making their way b~ck 



,, 

i . . 

-1 7-

48 to San Ynez. 
Map 5 

During the late 70s, Williams was elected County ,. 
Clerk of Santa Barbara and mov~d from Las Cruces i~to town. 4 ,:. +-

In 187:!.", J. R. Broughton moved into the adobe and assumed 
similar responsibilities of hotel manager., storekeeper, and 

49 postmaster. 
Working at the Las Cruces station, one came 

into contact with many people. Thus the adobe seems to have 
served as a stepping stone to public office as in 1883 
Broughton also became an elected county official, gaining 
the position of Santa Barbara County sheriff.SO 

ft has been suggested that at this time the adobe gained 
some 

notoriety as a brothel and whiskey emporium, ~erving 
the needs of the men on their trip back to 51 San Ynez. But 
to what extent this is true r e ma ins in question because the 
adobe was managed during these years by Sheriff Broughton. 

On June 28, 1880, Vicente Cordero sold his share of the 
Rancho Las Cruces to W. W. Hollister and the Dibblee Brothers, 
local land barons, for $2,218. 

The e~act acreage was not 
specified in the sale, rather the land was simply described 
as Rancho Las Cruces and named its neighboring ranches as 

52 defining the b9undaries. Cordero sold the land in 1880 

thought it was not until July 7, 1883, that his patent was 
finally confirmed. 5 3 

Along with the sale there may have been 
a gentlemen's agreement whereby the Corderns were permitte.d to 
continue resi~ing on the lands. 

As far as the occupants of 
the Las 

C r u c e s. a d o b e w e r e c o n c e r n e d , t h e r e w a s p r o b a b 1 y 1 i t t 1 P 

if any impact by the change of o wnership except that they paid 
t h e i r r e n t t o a d i f f e re n t 1 ,1 n d 1 n r d . 

Th P 11 o l I i s t e r - l) i h b l P. e l' m p i r l ' c o n t i n u l~ cJ t o g r c) w a n d h y 



1891 it was compriRed of over 100,000 acres including 

Rancho San Juan, Salsipuedes, Espirada, Santa Anita, Gnviot~. 
,. 

and Las Cruces. The entire area was referred to a~ San 

Julian·Rancho and the partnership owned between 50-75,000 .. 
54 

head of sheep and five hundred head of cattle. 

With the arrival of the narrow gauge railroad at Los Olivos 

in 1889, farmers from San Ynez no longer had to make the long 

trip to the Gaviota wharf to ship-their goods. 55 However. 

the loss of patronage from the San Ynez farmers did not hurt 

I.as Cruces in any way as in the same year the Southern 

Pacific Railroad was extended to the coast. Those stages 

previously using the San Martos pass now began taking the 

easier grade from Gaviota to Las Cruces. 56 

Following the death of Sheriff Broughton, Jacob Loust:1lot, 

a French basque sheepherder,with his wife Rosaline, rented the 

adobe from the Hollisters. The adobe still fulfilled its 

establishe~ capacities as stage stop, cafe, and bar, though 

it was no longer a hotel. The station was also · frequented 

by the numerous ranch hands working for the Hollisters, who 

stopped by for meals as well as drinks at the bar. During 

the Loustalots' stay at the adobe a tack room was added 

between the house and the barn tc1 satisfy the expanded needs 

of Hollister's ranch. 57 

With the completion of the Southern P~cific Railroad 

Co,.1st Line use of the adobe J,.,,1indled r~pidly. Though stage~ 

continued to link Solvang with the ratlroad at Gaviota as 

l a t e a s l 9 1 4 , 5 8 t ·h e a d o b e on 1 y s e r v e d i n t h e c a p a c i t y o f a 

cafe-har. Jacob Loustalot died in 1916 and three years later 

Mr.1 p 5 
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his wife left Las Cruces. Others who 1 iv e d in t 11 e ado he 

f o 11 o w i n g t _ h e L o u s t a 1 o t s w e r e r e s p e c t i v e 1 y V i c en t e O r t e g a , 
,. 

Oliver Johnson, 
4,;. ... 

.. 

and Frank Lugo, though only for short 59 periods. 

The: .Hollisters continued to use the ranch house as a stop-

over when driving their cattle through the pass for shipment 

by the Southern Pacific. Dibblee Poett recalls driving cattle 

to Gaviota in the late teens noting: 

We usually left Rancho San 0ulian in the 

early morning arriving at Las Cruces about noon, 

where the cattle would rest and water there for 

about an hour; then go on down the pass. There 

were usually four or five riders in the lead to 

warn approaching drivers or to prevent the lead 

cattle from straying into the creek or nearby 

hills. 60 

Poett also notes that v~queros who rode in the lead wearing 

red bandanas would warn motor traffic coming up the pass to 

pull off the road and permit the herd to continue·. After the 

early twenties cattle were still driven through the pass with _ 

the aid of California Hi~hway Patrolmen who would warn traffic 

of what was coming down the road. 

until 61 shortly after World War II. 

This practice continued 

During the twenties, 

also in the immediate area, was a small store owned · by John 

and Cesarina Loustalot as well as an inn run by Charles 

62 
N-lcholas. 

Adobe houses are fragile structures and if not cared for 

nroperly, they quickly fall to ruin. A photo of the Las Cruces 



Rancho in 1940 ~hows its condition about ten years after it 

was vacated. Since this time a new highway has gone in and 

the adobe has remained virtually ignored, subject to much 
4,, . .. 

vandalism : ~nd malicious mischief. As the forces of nature 

take their toll, most of the shingles have blown off, the 

roof caved in, and walls fallen over. 

In October 1967, 63 the State of California purchased 

Rancho Las Cruces from the Hollister• Company. Since this 

time plans have been made to restore the adobe to its 

condition ·at its most historically significant period of 

use - the 1880s and 90s. Though today it stands in its 

ruined state with the freeway as a backdrop the Las Cruces 

adobe serves to remind all of an important part of Santa 

Barbara County's historic past. By -converting this adobe 

to a youth hostel, the traditional use of the adobe as 

a stopover for travelers making their way along California's 

coast will continue. 

Fig. 6 



APPENDIX I 

ESPEDENTE . 
.4,, . •• 

Promondq . por et Crudadana Miguel Cordero en pretencion del 

parage nambrado las Cruces. 

1 3 7 . 

Sor Cahernador 

Miguel Cordero de este vecuredad ante V. S. con el 

respeto devido y conferme ~ omi dro, combengo, digo; 

que con el abjeto de dedicarme al inter esante ramo de 

la agricultura pr. hallarne poseedor de algim numero de 

vienes de campo tengo presente -qe. para este fin con-

forme h las !eyes de colonizacion debo de denjir 
\ 

me a 

S. como lo hago en solicitud del paraje nombrado las 

Cruces; este terreno avunque ha pertinacido a la ex-

V. 

m i s s i on d e St a . l n e s , s e ha 1 1 a a 1 a p h a , d e soc u p a do , y e l 

cetado establecimiento no lo necesita, portal motero lu 

creo colonizable y sin atro impedi ruto 'a impediera ·su 

adjudicacion elli edad abanzada -mis mentos contracdos 

~ el Sero, de las Amas y oteos muy notorios sou las que 

mi impelsu dirijir esta representacion acompenada con 

el correspondunte dise~o. 

Portanto, A. V. S. Suplico se s-iena acceder como 

pido su que receivre gracea admitendo esta en papel 

conecur pt. mo haber del ~ello correspondente • 

.Jurando lo necessario. 

Sta. Barbary, Mayo 2 de 18)7. 

A ruego dcl interesado. 

JOSE DE LA GUERRA y CARRILLO. 



TRANSLATION OF tSPEDJENTE. 

PROCEEDINGS 
4- ... 

Ins t i t u t e ·d by t h e c i t 1..z en Mi p, u e 1 Corde r o , p e t i t ion in g f o r the ' ✓ 

place named Las Cruces. 

1 3 7 • 

To llis Excellency, the Governor: 

I, ·Miguel Cordero, of this vic.i.nity, before your excel-

1 c n c y , w .l t 11 d u e re s p e c t , .-1 p 1> c. .. a r and say : Th a t , be in g de -

~irous of devoting myself to agriculture~ since I am the 

owner of a considerable amount . of stock, and being 

aware that, under the laws of co~onization, I must apply 

to your honor, as l do, asking for a grant of the place 

named "Las Cruces." This tract of land, alth-0ugh it 

has belonged to the ex-mission of Santa Ines, is at pres­

ent unoccupied, and the said mission does not need the 

same. Wherefore think that the same is in a condi-

tion to be col0nized, and I think there is nothing to pre­

vent l h·e said p 1 a .c e from be in~•. ~ranted . 

My old age, and tl1e military services J have given to 

the country, impe~ me to make this. petition t.o your 

honor. 

Wherefore 1 pray your honor to be pleased to rrant 

my p e t i t i on , ad m i t t i n g t h i s o n c o tl mo n pa p e. r , f o r wan t 

l> f s e a 1 e d p n 1> e r . 

Sant a Ra r b a r=1, May 2 d, 18 3 7 . 

A t t h e r c q u e :; t u t l h e p e t i l i o n e r . 

/ 
J o s 1:: o E u ~ , : u r,: v. RA y c A R R_ 1 1. 1. o . 



I 
/\ ,_, P f. N D I X T T 

En el refendo rancho de las Cruces y su el mesmo dia, ,4,,.. .. 

mes y aq~ (Nov. 2, 1845] D. Miguel Cordero reesino de! 

Puerto de Sta Barbara, acompanado del Alcalde y testigos 
de Asist'a. de estos antes, dijo; que habiendo~ medido las 

tierras de este rancho segron consta su el anto anterior, 
tomaba y toma la herdadera y corporal posecion de dtias 

tierras medidas pues le pertenesen por j _usto titulo que 

obtiene de la concesion ql. de ellas le hiso el Sup'or. 

Cob'no del Departamento entro y paso por ellas arrancb 

Urbac esparcio punados de tierra rompio ramas de los a~boles 
e hiso ritras danostracunes y actos de posesion en seial 
q'l. la q 'l dejo toma<la de dicha tierras y yo dicho Alcalde 
rnande que de sole entouces lo tubieran y reconocieran por 
Cordadero Senor y posedor de ella. 

De todo lo espaesto pedio <lecho D. Miguel Cordero 
que para memoria en lo handero y conserbacion de sus 

directros le fuese estendido por mi el repetido Alcalde 

una constancea, y lo ferino y las de mi asst'a. de que 
day fe. r 

Asst'a 

Asst'a 

NICHOLAS A. DEN, 

RAYMUNDO CARRILLO, 

JOSE M'A. ORTEGA. 

I 
: 

· 1 

I 
1 

I 



On the said Hane ho, of Las Cr~ct:!S, and on the same 

day, month, and year [Nov. 2, 1845], Don Mi. guel Cordero, 

a resident of the port of Santa Barbara, in company with 
4, . .. 

the Al~alde and the assisting witnesses; he said, that the 

lands of this Rancho, having been measured, as shown by the 

foregoing proceedings, he took the true and corporal 

possession of the said lands, since they belonged to 

htm by the just title, which wa~. issued to him by the su-

perior government of the department. He entered upon 

and p assed over said lands, pulling up herbage and scat-

t e r i n g h a n d f u 1 s o f e a r t h=~ h r e a k i n g b r a n c h e s o f t r e e s , a n d 

making other demonstrations~ as a sign of the possession, 

which he said he took of said lnnd. Wh ereupon 1, the 

said Alcalde, ordered that, from that time forth, he 

!:ihould be consi~ered as the owner and possessor of the 

same. 

Of all of which the said Miguel Cordero asked ates­

tirn0ny,for the future security of his rights, which I, the 

said Alcalde, gave, signing the same with the assisting 

witnesses. 

NICOLAS A. DEN. 

J\ s s t s t. RAY MUN DO CARR I l. L 0 

/ 

Assist. JOSE Ma. ORTEGA 
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, THIS WAS TH:E SCENE IN ABOUT THE'. YEAR.-::11103 in- front ofethe old •dobe .t Lu Crucei during 
;r t.he ;:,.period wh,en it.- •u occupied b.y ,memben of ,th•-.Jacob lou1t..lot f•mily. Mn. CeuriH Louat•lot 

~f . ~•,r,.t~ ,~net,_1widaw of Jean .(John) louatalot who di:ved •+ -th-a • •dobe as a boy, -identified some of 
those in the photo. , &orn .the left .. are.- Vincente Orteg•; Mn.J•J•cob (R~se} Loust•lot, en unidentified 

·: \ ;~ · little .9irli J ~di~e l.ouat•lot . Melo!ing, ,.unidentmed . man; little Jean- lou1t.lot and his broth>i r, ,Pierre ··. ' i :.:\,• · 't Pete) :' 6eliinJ l•ttw -i1 , the ,,old lndi•~· f.,nando,: who began , his life at 01:d- Minion- -S&r.te , lnH end 
, 1. ': ., who· .1atet -lived· wit~, th• low"alot family for 21 ,years. ;He .. ,wu • -handymen for the lous.t•loh and 

, ,. . li_"'.~cl , t9 .th• rlP• age of II 1, 'bef-o,e . IUCCU~ing to 0 the · flu Ht, •n e .pide.mic in Senf• Barbara itt 1919. ' M'rs.' ·cHar1n• Lou·s-talot,.· believes Vincente ,Guevarra ia ., r.t.ndin9 " 'behind ,.J,-cob Loustalot, while the 
i ~, : , Gull:.,a r~a .. ·l:ioy, ... David. ·•n.d ... Dan •. ~-ttr• •t --:the- ••trem.e · right. · . .Stat.er of Ca·'.ilo:-tti.a i1- ., •now . c-on1:-:ferin9 

· ·· - · : · , .. l'~Sforing -~d'obe', now·- •lmtlft ln.,complete ruins, u ·• -histo.rical · llndmark. 
J ,:-,;. . I ( •• : • ~ •. ~I ·., .. ·, 

.. , . ·• ·Th~j~State . Resour<:eS ... AgenC):.ihas acquired ... has turned- its attention to the possibility of re­
' ;_.•·

1t itle ! th :· 'the land at ~•the - intersection of. State • storing the old- adobe hotel, store and stage 
Higlnd 1,· 1 with U.S~ 101 in Ga'7ioia Pass, and station. at Las ,Cruces as an historical land-

·c· !, r ·1 ' > .. mark. ·: . I 
·· -A ~a$mttssotis ·@· ' 

.. \ 

·-· -:·-·-:-,- ·. · r 

~Rasmussen's gift shop features a wide vari­
. ,ety of imported gifts, imported and domes­
.tic fabri ~~- hand knit imported sweaters 
and many other beautiful Scandinavian 
item~. This interesting shop bas delighted 
shoppers in Solvang for over twenty years. 
1691 Copenhagen Drin in Solnng, Tele­
phone 688-6636. 

HU , by ,-Rabu 

The h<>a,·y \Hnte-r weather nearly complet• · 
.. , ed tht> d~molition cf the old landmark. How­

en•r. the structure has been made the subject 
of a preliminary, historical nlues analysis by 
Allrn ·\\~. \'\"elts. ~upen-isor of the history sec• 
tion of the Hesources Agency of California. He 
ha~ recommended that the adobe walls and de­
tP. riorating timbers he stabilized until a study 

COME - PUTTER A-ROUND 
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Pee Wee {;of/ 
Fun For All Ages 

16•s MISSION DR., SOLVA.NG 
tACRCa ■ ,-flCM ■ CLVAND .,.AflKI 

26 June 1969, in the Beautiful Santa Y_ nex Valley 
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;~~C?~'.gi . Bu-rt_,!~~s-: 
i_J~_: __ ~ _E_ ~,L:! .~_R -~.:~;-<~) 
In ,he·B~~"u-,~-,~i s~~-i~Yr,~:. Valley 

444 AL15AL RO ., SOLVANG 

PHONC: •88 - 5596 

can ht' made of their pott'ntial \·alue and use. 

James P. Tryn«='r, chief of the agency 's di,·i­

sion of resource management and protection, 

has t'ndorst>d tht> \Yelts Tt'port. The ruins are 

offi c ially known as the Ga,·iota State Beach 

Holli~ter Adohe. 

The adobe-,falled structure's ht>ginnings are 

obscure. hut it is bdien·d to date from the 

late \lexican pNiod ''"hen it was a part of 

the 8.152 acrt' Las Cruce::; land grant in Ga, io­

ta Pass. originally deeded in the l810's to 

l\liguel Cordt>ro and patt-nted to his desce11d­

ant s in 188:{ hr President Chester A. Arthur. 

The ranch became part of the 125,000 acre 

land empire acquired hy the Dibblee-Hollister 

partnership in the late 1860s. In 1862, when 

the partnership was dissoh·ed, Thomas B. 
Dibblee rt>tained ownership of San Julian 

ranch and Col. \\ ' . W. Hollistt:>r the contiguous 

ranches, Las Cruces becoming part of the 

Holli ste r Estate. 
Las Cruces became an important crossroad 

settlement during the latter third of the 19th 

Century, and was an o\·ernight stopo,·er for 

farm ers d£'lin·ring grain and other crops from 

the Santa Ynez Valley to the Ga \·iota \Vharf. 

The original adobe be<=ame a combination 

hotel. sa loon. staLle, blacksmith shop and stage­

coach dt>pot. 0Yer the years, three shingle 

roofs werP in~tallf'd. one o,·er the other, to 

:t~~&!e 
BUELLTON 

26 HWY. 246 

• Paintings by 
FORREST H1_BBITS 

l\l.-\RlE JAANS 

PHONE 688·6112 

I 

protect the adobe walls below. Tl!!'i<' are m 

an extremely d eteriorated condition today. 

The Las Cruces .\dol,e was als() known as 

the Loustalot Adobe after it W:!.S )eased by 

J a col , Loustalot in 1891. Loustalot h2<l come 

from Southern France to California and leased 

part of the Hollislt'r Ranch and built the Lou­

stalot Corrals, where sheep and cattle were 

held after being shipprd to Ga,·iota " ·ha~ i on 

th :~ i r \In y to th <> Lompoc Vall('r. 

Lou~talut di ed in 1919 and his wife lt'ft thl! 

ad L)Of.' in 1921 to li,e in Santa Barbara. Jean 

Loust:.ilot, born in 1899, was horn and raised 

i:i the adnhe. His ,ddow, C('~:uina, now of 
Santa Yn ez, rememlJe rs the adobe as "just a 

shamLles" in 1938. 
~lore recently, following its acquisiti0r1 by 

the State as part of a right of way for highway 

constru ction at the junction, deterioration has 

been rapid throu gh rnndalism, equipment stor­

age, freeway construction and weather erosion. 

''from the standpoint of en,·ironment! the 

present appearance lea ,·es mu ch to be d~.:ired/' 

\V dts reported. '"Howe,·er, the structure is 0r:.t' 

of onh- three in California, 0wned by the th.: 

state, ~\'hich typifi,~·s in design an adobe ranch 

house and stage sta.tion. Its location offers op­

portunity for de\·elopment as part of a wayside 

camp program, incorporating the historic Ga­

\·iota Pass iron bridge and stream bed into 

the scene." 

June 1969, in the Beautiful Santa Ynez Valley 27 

::;. 
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It is a l egend th: t one d, y Joaquln 1~1.:.rrieta and his GPng Ep:9e:1.red · · at Las Cruces foinc ho r.nd found Se1 01·a Orteg2 alone. J~aquin s c= id to her t h;tt he knew they h::id sold so;:ie cattle "nd askr d her where the mon·ey was. · The po e,r Ho-:na.n hesitated to tell him> 1.-ihereu:'.1on ge grabbed her eArrines and t ore ther.i off. The slit ea.r lobes pai!1ed her gre?.tly anci , fearing further h~rm she indicated to J:urrie tP.. where the money was buried under a tree. K'jgs This spot la.ter becai{ie a r endevuous for thieve s and bandits. Some c:f the bui ldin ~s are still Btcnding. 

(For the Good of the Country · ~ge 68. 
IU!ttie Stone Scneficld 1951.) 

Indian name for J.as Cruces in Alexander Taylor's column in the Calif. Fanner 1860 1s is Sajcay and can be found inside the cover of Dick Whitehead's book Mission La Puris:µna Cancepcion. 

Los Cruces Hotel Huins 

U·· lker A. Tomp!:ins 

Lillian Smith l~tter 5-~4-80 

LuS CRuC~3 BIBLIOOl(.AP: ,Y 

Neus f>rcss 

Ifo~1s Press 
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F'Wt\JAN 00 LI BAA DO KITSEPAWIT 

Born: 1804 on San ta Cruz Island 
Brought no San BuanaventLLI"a Mission while a child. 
grew up there md worked untill the mission was_ secularised. 

Died: June 19, 1915 buried at Calvary Cemetery. •Never marri'ed 111 years old 
Worked: Santa Inez Mission, ranches Santa Ynez Valeey, last 21 years 

for the Lustalot Family at las Cruces. 

Name 4 generations all had the Indian name of Kitsepawit Father, G~~nd Father, 
Great Gr ~nd Father, and Fernando. 

Fernando could not read or wright. His primany language was Spanish but he 
spoke Ventureno, aliey also-Cruz_eno, Inezeno and some Purismeno. 

He began working with John P. Harrington in late 1912. He was his most 
important informant on numerous subjects. 

Harrinc;ton usually used the abreviation 11F11 for Fernando. 
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, Santa Barbara, Calif., News-Press, Sunday, February 23, 1975 

By Walker A. Tompkins 
News-Press Historian 

T~e ghost town of :Las 
· Cruces,- located -north of Ga­
viota Pass at U.S •. 101 and 
State Highway ' 1 to ·Lompoc, 
was a booming little settle-

. ment a hundred years ago. 
. Today Las Cruces has been 

reduced Jo the sagging adobe 
and shingle ruin shown above. 
In· its heyday before tile turn 

· of · the century the building 
served . as a stage atation, 
s t o r e , saloon, restaurcmt, 
blacksmith shop and hotel. 

Las Cruces means "the 
crosses.,., The name was ap-· 
plied to the area around 1790" 
when Franciscan friars, not­
ing a number of unidentified 
grave mounds in the vicinity, 
marked them with wooden 
crosses. Historians theorize 
dlat the graves might have 
marked an Indian battlefield, 
since so many arrow and 
spearheads were found there. 

A warm sulplmr springs, 
now a county park, bubbled 
fr tt1ua_ h oothil 

a half mile southeast of the 
tmvn. 

.IN SPANISH DAYS, Las 
Cruces, ' proximity to Gaviota 
Creek made it an important 
watering · place for travelers 
between · La Purisima and 
·santa Barbara Missions by 
way of San Julian, the "kitch­
en, ranch" granted to tpe 
Royal Presidio of Santa Bar­
bara by King Carlos HI. 
-- Starting ih April, 1860, Con­
cord stagecoaches changed 
teams at Las Cruces on their 
way to the Lompoc Valley or., 
via the Alisal Canyon cutoff, 
to the Santa Ynez Vall~y and · 
points north. A small settle_­
ment sprang up around the 
stage station and barns. 

"I:'he center porti-on of· the 
addbe pictured above served 
as a hotel for travelers in the 

-late '60s. A barroom complete 
with_ counter and . backbar 
mirror was added in the lean­
to nearest the camera, the 
o u t e r wall having been 
knocked out by vandals in re-

ent :v:ears. ____ _ 

Whenever the shingle roof b r a n d i n g iron;, harness, 
required patching, the succes- - c h a i n s. and . blacksmithing 
sive owners of the structure tools dating to ·the years when 
laid new rafters, sheathing Las Cruces ~anch was part of 
and shirigles over _the first, -so the Hollister--Estate ranching · 
that portions of the ruins show . operatipn. · , 
the wreckage of three layers . . During the 1880s and 90s, 
of roofing. · - farmers from the Santa Ynez 

THE . INI'ERIOR adobe 
walls have also been heavily 
_damaged in the past 10 years, 
mare by vandalism than by 
the weather. Layers of old­
fashioned wallpaper scab the 
main interior wall$ which en­
closed a dining room for trav­
elers, with a kitchen adjoin­
ing. The lean-to on th~ left, or .. 

Valley had to haul their grain 
via A:lisal -Canyon to Gaviota 
Wharf, operated by Hollister 
& Dilbblee, a trip _ which· re- · 
quired 14 · fordings of the 
orrek. The farmers stopped 
-overnight at Las Cruces · on 
their return, and the old hotel · 
became a lively gambling hall 
and whisky empori~. 

west frontage of the building . IN- 1901, when the railroad 
was . cut up into cubicl~s for put the Gavioia. Wharf and the 
sleeping rooms. Accordmg to stagecoach lines out of busi­
the late Sen. J. J. Hollister rtess, Las Cruces began its 
Sr.,. who was the last private toboggan slide into oblivion. 
owner of the . ~roperty, the A huge haybam east of the 
!Ooms at one tune were a hotel ruins, a . Hollister Ranch 
brothel. addition of the 1890s, has a 

The smaller additions on the m a n g e r · incorporating two 
right were shops -and storage planks which may well be the 
rooms. When Hollister and I largest piece of milled fir 
explored the •ruins tn 1960 the lumber in caJifornia. They 
w a s were hangin with are ntad. ndl_e3~/i;>-U....., 



I t . . , NICOLAS ISLAND 

• Skeleton of prehistoric 

Indian woman discovered 
By Dick Smith 

News-Press Staff Writer 
The skeleton of an Indian 

• 
lieved to be that of a prehis­
ric woman who lived on San 

Island is being inves-
by scientists from the 

Barbara Museum of Nat-

offshore from Santa Bar~ara. 
The U.S. Navy, alerted to the 

discovery ·of the wind-exposed 
bones, arranged transportation 
to the island, a Navy base, for 
Dr. D. Travis Hudson, museum 
curator of anthropology, and 
Mrs. Jan Timbrook, assistant 
curator. 

HiStory. . , Hudson and Mrs. Timbrook 
skeleton, -found m the spent two days on the island 

~ ndy wastes o~ remote San researching the find. 
• icolas, was discovered ac- . 

cidentally by a sailor stationed They also_d1scovered the site 
- the island while off duty. . of a cr~mauon, a rathe~ u~usu_~ 

· al burial dated approximately 
SAN NICOLAS, one of the 1600 AD, H_udson said. 

Barbara Channel Is- The skeletal remains, upon 
lies more than 60 miles · close examination, were iden-

-·-7/ffj?-'· , .• 
~ .', . . -, -. 
' ·r 

tlfied ~s those of a female ap­
proximately 50 years of age 
who suffered from acute ar­
thritis of the spine . 

"DUE TO the nature of the 
windswept site," Dr. Hudson 
said, "I would not be able to 
give even an approximate date 
of the burial. · However I am 
sure it_is prehistoric." 

Hudson said that the skeleton 
had been covered and un­
covered more than once by 
shifting sands. He and 11is as­
sistant were unable to find any 
artifacts directly · associated 
with the burial. 

THESE BONES found on San Nicolas Island are those of a prehis­
toric Indian woman, according to the Mu·seum of Natural History~ 
which took the picture. · 

18 inches wide, and, believe it 
or not, 36 feet long-and free 
of knots. 

The barn and roundabout 
land are now state-owned. A 
committee headed by Mrs. 
Cesarina Loustalot of Santa 
Ynez has been appointed to 
study the f easability of restor­
ing the old Las Cruces store, 
hotel and saloon as a histori­
cal landmark. Mrs. Lousta-
1 o t ' s family operated a 
famous general store on the 
east side of the highway from 
the 1920s. It was a landmark 
that fell victim to the widen• 
ing of the freeway in the late 
1950s. · 

The best p1ace to view La~ 
Cruces ruins, which are close< 
to visitors by order of thE 
state Department ,of Beache: 
and Parks, is from the north 
near -the Lompoc-Vandeniberi 
highway overpass above U.S 
101. 

("Santa Barbara Yester 
days" may be heard at 7: 21 
a.m. and 12: 10 p.m. on KTMS 
1250 on the AM radio dial 
M o n d a y s through Friday 
with Walker_ A. Tompkins a 
the microphone.) 
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·H=-·· De ···Anza Trail 

:no easy trek, 
report says 

Continued from Page D-1 

playing out. Finally, the Spanish 

King Charles III had expelled 

priests in the Society of Jesus 

(Jesuits) from his realm and the 

Franciscans ''were eager to seize 

the opportunity to expand the mis­

sion frontier in Upper California ... 

De Anza became the " right man 

~t t~e right place at the right time ... 

He ' 'had the foresight to recog-

11ize that opportunity, the courage to 

cfct -upon his realization, and the 

l~adership qualities to carry his 

+1terprise _ to fruition ,·· the study rys. . 
_} The founding of the San Francisco 

1pission and presidio means ··De 

A-nza ·s .expedition was a clearcut 

success in the short run ,·· according 

to the ·report's evaluation of histori­

cal significance. 
But the development of an over­

land route to sparsely settled Cali- · 

fornia was '' rather minimal" in its 

importance. Indian hostilities 

closed the trail as a Spanish emigra­

tion and supply route in the l 780s. Nt>WS· 'i 

Frontiersman 
right man tor 
perilous trek 

Juan Bautista de Anza has been 

described as a ''desert-toughened 

frontiersman who had spent a life­

time battling the Indians of north­

ern Sonora·· in Mexico, now part of 

Arizona : when he undertook a jour­

ney that was to make him famous: 

'' He led a mixed band of soldiers 

and civilians , and women and chil-· 

dren , through some of the most 

forbidding territory ever crossed, 

during one of the coldest winters on 

record, with only one death ... 

Parts of the route , however , 

"were duplicated by the well-known 

19th -centurv trails. such as the Gila 

Trail and ti1e Ove~land _ Trail , used 

by gold rushers , fmigrants, and 

stage lines ... 

The de A nza expeditions of 177 4 and 177E 

locally in 1976 by ·Fr. Kieran McCarthy~ I 
I 

According to the National Trail 

Alternatives Study by the National 

Parks Service , De Anza made two 

treks to California, from 1774 

through 1776. They led to the birth 

of San Francisco and proved an 

overland route to the Spanish out­

posts was available from Yuma to 

San Gabriel Mission .. De Anza first left his presidio at 

Tubae on Jan . 8, .1774. with a small 

par.ty, skirmishing with thirst and 

starvation before finding a moun­

tain pass to coastal California. He 

arrived at Mission San ·Gabriel on 

March 22 , 1774. 

He was promoted to lieutenant 
1
. 

colonel for that accomplishment. 

On Sept. 29, 1775 he set off from 

Horcasitas, about 175 miles south of 

Nogales, with a bigger party. tl=W 

Events include the death of one 11 
rnother in childbirth - the baby 

survived to live in California - and ; I 
three marriages. There also were 

d~lays because of the sickness of ~ 1 

peop!e and animals. .. .. , 
Hardships included the harsh Ari- ; :t: .!:: 

zona desert , crossing the Colorado l B ~ 
River , the " shifting. sandy waste- ~ ~ 
lands west of Yuma .. with little 'g Cl) •

5 

water and , later, unusually cold c -5 ~ · -

weather and snow. But the party ,; -g ~ 
reached San Gabriel on Jan . 4, 1776 _ ~ ~ 
and waited until Feb. 21 before ~ o.. rn 

heading north. - ~ 9 ~ 
r'I J i,..,.... ,-

I :r ti 
Cl> o ci C: 
'- :; ~E : 
.... 0 G> • ........__ 
CD .. -; -~ 

'- ~=- "' (.) '> C ~ 

- ! &·~ --- -· Q)' 
· ·'The colonists were pleased with 

It was '· an ·accomplishment that 

has never been equalled" in trail 

party leadership, concludes _the · 

study .of the proposed Juan Bautista 

De Anza National Trail. The 2,000-

mile route leads through the tri-

th. e seacoast around Santa Barbara , Q) ,
1 

county area . · 

a~d were graciously received at l ntil de Anza , scattered Spanish 

Mission San Luis Obispo and Mis-~ settlements in California were de-

s~.on San Antonio , .. according to the C/.). pendent' on ships for supplies. The 

study. The party reached the Mon- ocean route was hazardous and 

ttrey Presidio on March 10. ----t time-consuming and the settle-

t De Anza took a small party to San - ments "were small weak, and con-

_., ancisco. choosing the site of a § ; stantly threatened with starva tion ... 

presidio and mission (named " Fri- ;5 -B The Spanish also wanted "stra-

ctay of Sorrows" or Mission Dolores -~ l:! 0 tegically placed harbors and ou~-

f. r the day .of its discove1_·y ). E E posts" in California to pro~e_ct. ~heff 

~ --~ ~ o.o i.. w -- - ..., Q)- ~ treasure ships from the Ph1llppmes . 

Q.) -- ~ .e 2 -o ~ ~ ~ :i ~ : v. They were watching other Europe-
.c .!C -o :5;::-•~~rn5....,~. • 5-i 
-o ~ Cl) -o ...... ;::r;: ~ .2 ..t: ..... _... CN a1 8 c an nations· explorations , the study 

·- :::.- > ~ c... u i:: r/) v:i -; I :::: -o 
~ ;;:,- :;: 1-, :::i ...., ...., ..., ~ .... o .... :::s says. . 

G> rn = ~ c .E g 'g ~ ~ !l ~ 0 ~ Rich Spanish mines in Mexico 
:Jtj':E~ ., Cl)Q) Cl.J ,a-oQ)roc:Cl.l - · l 
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0
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2, 000-mile route follows 
path of explorer de Anza 

By Gail Steiger 
t ompoc Bureau 

- Historical interest may accom-, 
lish a Jong-term present-day 

dream of recreational enthusiasts: 
Opening a huge stretch of the coun-
1ty's coast for a hiking-riding trail. 

"TIils isn "t another Joe Blow 
Trail. It's an important one," said 
.county parks planner Jona than 
Dohm of t he proposed Juan Bautista 
de An1.a National Trail under study 
by lhe National Parks Servi ce. TI1e 
service will accept public com­
ments March 27 at a meeting in 
Santa Barbara. 

The county portion of the pro­
posed 2,000-mile route fo11ows the 
' oast from Ventura County to the 
northerly reaches of Vandenberg 
Air Force Base. where it moves 
jnland , leaving the county· at Gua­
dalupe. The route would begin in 
Noga les, Ariz .. and end at San Fran­
¢isco Bay. 

The meeting, starting at 7 :30 
p.m. at the supervisors ' hearing 
room in the county Administra'tion 
Building. is the fifth of seven sched­
uled in California and Arizona . \, 

Don Olson. wilderness and trail 
oordinator for .the ~ rvice's San 

Francisco regioMl office, wiH lead 
the Santa Barbara hearing, said 
Holly Ilundock of the public infor­
mation staff. 

Comments will be incorporated 
wi th the trail study and alternative 
designations and sent to National 
Park Service headquarters. Con-

'· gress has asked the Interior Depart­
ment for a recommendation. 

The study found the trail does not 
tneet criteria for National Scenic 

· Trail designation, but it could war­
rant naming as a National Historic 
Trail . It also could become a Heri ­
tage Trail through special legisla-

tion similar to what created the 
Daniel Boone· Heritage Trail. 

Five alternatives offer -varying 
degrees of government and private 
efforts tJ1at could be utilized . to 
educate the public about the trail's 
history and importance - and to 
01~n more of it to public t5es. 

:fhey are : 
!{;-Continue existing programs, 

wit~ no unified effort to develop a 
con'hected trail along the route, 
mark it or interpret it through edu­
cational displays . 

- Create a De Anza Trail Ac;soci­
ation of volunteers - many of 
whom joined in a 1976 De Anza re­
enactment during the Bicentennial 
and have ,continued interest - to 
promote public understanding and 
recreational trail development . 

- Designate it a National Heri­
tage 1'1'ail: 'which would use private 
money for placing markers on fed­
eral lands aii_p. ,possib1y; on private• 
Jy-owned or ,iflon-federal )ands as 
we11. · ' 

- Designate. it 7~ Nationa1 Historic 
Trail, which would involve the fed­
eral governm~ t in marking the 
trail on feder:ll lands, supplying 
marker~ for- other parts, and provid- · 
ing limited funding for interpretive 
~ites. Cooperation with land-manag­
ing public agencies along the route 
wou)d be required. 

- Develop a combination plan, 
coupling the vo1unteet; association 
with a · federal trail designation. 
This "would produce the most in- , 
tense activity toward re~lizing the 
objectives.,. 

Along the long route, PQrtions 
coincide wlth existing recreational 
trails whi1e others cross highly W'­

ban areas where a recreational trail 
obviously cannot be developed, the 
study notes. It suggests a feasible 
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APPROXIMATE ROUTE OF ANZA'I 
1775-71 EXPEDITION 

LOCATION WHERE HIITOIIIC ROUTE 
CROSSES PUBLIC LANDS 

EXISTING OR PLANNED RECREATIONAi 
TRAIL 

JUAN IAUTIST A DE ANZA 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL TRAIL 

VICINITY OF ANZA PARTY CAMPSITE 
ON 1775-71 EXPEDITION 

POTENTIAL INTERPRETIVE IITE 

The 1775-76 de Anza expedition followed the 
county's coast on a trek that led to the birth 

of San Francisco. It may be commemoratec 
as a national trail. 

goal would the addition of non­
-continuous chunks for historic 
markers or public uses. 

In Santa Barbara County, inter­
pretive sites with commemmora­
tive. markers, information kiosks or 
other disp1ays could be placed at 
Rincon, Goleta and Ocean Beach 
county parks, an of which are near 
campsites of the de Anza expedi­
tion, according to the parks serVice 

study. A map also shows other 
beacl1 parks as potent.iaJ sites . 

Displays also might be placed at 
Santa Barbara and La Purisima 
missions. although neither was in 
the direct path of the expedition. 

A network of e,cisitng or planned 
trails extends from Carpinteria to 
Goleta. A system of existing bike­
ways in Santa Barbara is to connect 
eventually to a planned coastal trail 

from Goleta Beach to Gaviota St 
Park some 25 mi]es north, the st1 
notes . 

A designated trail from UC 
north to Gaviota would link th 
state parks . "You'd really be op 
ing up tha t coast. I think it would 
heavily used , especially if there ' 
bikeway ." said Dohm. 

WhiJe the state studied a coa~ 
See Page D-4, Col 



Continued from Page D-1 . . She . and her husband, George, 
trail some years ago, the aifficulty · participated in . the 1976 De Anza 
Qf acquiring land or right_s-of-way .- expedition re-enactment. She is ac-
both bec:ause of costs and the num- tive in the informal statewide group 
bers of land parcels - prevented its· supporting officiai traiJ designation . . 
development, Dohm said. Air Force officials at VAFB have . 
- New county revenues accompany- · ruled out a trail through the south · 
ing coastal oil development might -~ b·ase coast neat spac'e launch pads; 

be tapped for trail uses, Dohm said, including one under constructioµ for • 
but- that -is uncertain. At the very ··. the space ·shuhie. There would·;_be 

least, however, a national t rail des- "significant conflicts" ~ apparerit­
ignation could assist the coun·ty ,in · · 1y including both security and safety · 
coaxing future easements from - and it '.'wou1d not be feasible:'; ·-
·coastal developers . ·_ according to spokesmen. 

" We have a Pacific Crest Trail in A trail through portions of the I 
the mountains. We've been working. north base "may be po_s_sible," how- ~ 
for years to get a trail where people ever. The Air Force is coqtinuing to 

live ; dow~ near the coast" between work with the · National Parks Ser-
Santa Barbara and Gaviota, said vice.on the proposal, the ~pokesmaQ, ' 
Vivian Obern of Santa Barbara. - said. · 
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tinued from Page B 1 _ 

aam Medicine, a member of 
~astern Iroquois Nation with a 
.orate from Harvard, who is 
assistant dean of graduate 

.ies at Stanford University. 
1e said that most 1ndian edu­
on programs run by the fedcr­
governmcnt promote racism 

have caused Native Amcri­
s to lose their cultural identity. 
Ne want to stay the way we are 
!ver. We don't want to melt. We 
tt to enhance the quality of our 
:ural life and the lives of our 
)," she said. 
nother speaker, Sid Flores, an 
,rney who is a member of the 
1mash band~ said Reagan had 
in 3sked to meet with Native 
cricans in Santa Barbara - "in 
· homeland that he has visited" 
quently during the eight years 
1is presidency. 
'lores said Reagan. -will be 
~ed to request that the Soviets 
n over to the Chumash some 
:red relics and other artifacts 
tt were removed from the Chan~ 
l Islands in the 19th Century by 
.ssian whalers and .placed in So­
~t museums. 
:lcagan also will be asked to use 
; influence to allow Chumash to 
t up a condor sanctuary on San­
Rosa Island and to turn over a 
ignificant" portjon or Santa 
,sa Island · to the Chumash, 
ther than to the Nature Conser­
ncy which now administers most 

of the_ C ,tat 9:Pl lslands National 

Park. 
Saturday.. mareh was . not in-

tended as a protPsl, Michael 
Zarate said before il began, but 
rather as a walk th a t. would be 
"peaceful and sp iritual." 
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Sergr, A. McCabe/News-Press . 

uW Rvss.,:; of M ... ~ada joins thG peaceful 61/2~mHe hike, organized by the /~mericnn Indian Action Group, up Flofugio Canyon Road to the ranch. 
·-··- ,.. ____ -- ·-- - ··-- -- • _...,. ____ 1,.. __ , _ _._.,_ .. __ 

Micl,acl ZarHte said the r't)qUe'St siv(\ to Native Am<~ric~ns , n1i ght 
to n1c.d with Heagan stenuned ultimaU~ly be111.~fit then1 because 
froni a "groundswe ll of indigirn•· they could leHd to a dialogtte. 
t1nH" ;liler Uu-• president tokI Sovi- "I'm very thankful that 's 
ct nn in'rs ity studPnt.s in May that h~pppene? a1}9 that_ Mr. Hengan 
"m .. 1\ he we nrnde a nii stake" in \v1ll use lus ofhc'.~ to ,mtluence the 

lleaga n that "we wan t to hang onto 
(1ur culture, we want to hang onto 
oul' traditions. What \Ve need is 
the opportunity to do that. We 
nPPd a place to !i 1,'e and the health 
care and r-ducationa l opportuni­
tl ('s lllat were prorni :-wd us i11 rnai;1Liinin .r:; IncJj an eullures. next prcsidt~i1t/' 'hc said. 

. . . ll'C"th•s ., 
··1\:h:ybc we slwuld not have hu- Michael Zarutc said he expected . c __ • '. ' · ,.. . 

mort>d tlH'ili in that, wanting to representatives of various tribes . . 1\1i chae l ?,arate said. rnary Na­
~tay in that kind of t>rimitive life- to discuss a wide range of issues tlve American s . c_on s1der them­
st.y le," the preside iit was qtioted with the president. The date of the se lves .bot~ U.~. c1t1zcns and mem­
as saying. ''Maybe we should hove 'rm~eting may be set within the bcrs of Uwir tribes. 
s:1id,·Nn,co rnejninus.Becitizens next several days with White "Tlle United States has 
ulOliL; with the rvst ofms." House aides, he sa id . promised us certain things and 

The Native Americans want to 
mee t. with Republican presiden­
tial nominee George Bush and_, · 
Demoeratic nominee Michael Du­
kakis and the Hev. J esse Jackson 
to discu ss issues .irnpo1i.ant to In- , 
dians, Zarate said . ·· 

Before the marchers left the Re­
fugio State Beach to begin their 
walk to . the ranch, they heard . 
S:peeche0

~ rom representatives of 
about "" . foz~n . Native American 
tribt>.s. 

On e of the speakers 
Mic: ha el Za rate sa j d lh c1 t If he partieij"i~ites in the meet- we're on ly asli:i ng for what. has 

n u..1;;;,rn ·s conHnents, while offeri- ing, Zarate said he wou ld tell been promised,'' he :-ia id. See RALLY, Page n 3 
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Snnta 1 · arbara, CaJiforn·a, Satur:l.ay, Augu3t .. (0, 1988 
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1.,:,:~'KirrA YNEZ VAL LEY - How·ard Al­
Eb.-mtk :lo·oked at the road diSR•ppearin,g 
~nto Lake Cach.uma. 

"You ca·n 'see tbe 01.d Highv1.ay 150 at 
the ·east --end that ·actually went ,through. 
·lhe11ake '.beforethey(rebum it.as Highway 
154, ·and you cart see an old narrow, co n­
crete bridge th.at :Went over a creek," Al-

and Bradbury Dam. 
"Until -now; the only time we saw the 

.bridg€ -;vas -in rn77,'' another dry yea r, Al­
cott added. 

Tile -0ld ~s.p.haLt r-0ad is covered with a 
h-e-a¥}7 Iayar of s$Jt, -am:! .t&e 2fl-foot-'hmg 
flat, Olte-'f'...ar---~ri-dth brlldge -dat ing bae,k to 
the 1'920s is f1ifHy exposed ,as it stre tches 
ac.ros~ dry De Vaul Creek. 

· cock said of.landmarks n<>rmally hidden .fh1e 0ridge sits·a.t;the,b'ase of,what Gnce , 
· ·. under water. _ _ . :, · · >was.Arrowhead Island, tlle hike's only is:. ·. 

· Stressed by ·drougtif condifions1. Lake· · fand. that has i/J<JW '•become a .peni.nsula 
. · Cachu ma 'ha-s plunged to its lowest Level ''.:beca-t.ise iit is rio •longer surrounded by 

since it filled ro:r .th~ first time in 1958,·· ·. waterj' ·. ·· ·-.£. 
five years ,after iconstructioU,i ,according ·,:· l ;,.'tThe .ground •is stat.ting to bake like a · 
to Alcock, head of operations at the Jake "·ctry lake 1bed," Alcock said. "It will proba-

, It '"! 
'7'\ 

~ 

~ :..~-

·:._~ ~:•- .... i 

-' • ..... .__ __ • _,l ,r 

'G'ly 13€ ~racki~d .and dry-iri.g by the encl of 
the strnune r when more of the moi:ture 
dries up." 

At an e1evation of 710.29 .feet 4bove se.a 
level, thR: res€rvoir's hi_gh w.at.e r mark ha·s 
.ewer.. dipped .27 •ofa foothelow the previ­
.mt-s .reeord low of 1W.56 feet abo1/€ sen 
1,evel reach~cl in 1977. 

; "It wili pr.oba.biy c0.n.ti:nu~ -<i.ropping un­
til D.ecem'ber :1rnle-s1 we hav,e h.eti.lif1J 
rafos," Alco.ck said. ,.:Ancl that's the .$64 
gt1estion. If we dGn·'t g,et heavy rain.s this 
wir..ter, it vviH kee-i:, <lfo,pping. There's 

· nothing to bring it up. This -is just a reser-

t.-: 
f -'. 
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Scientists remove mud from a mammcm skel~to-n ~nearthed during construction of an 
lnigaHo~ 1dam tn Centrnl Utah, 9,000 fe-et above sea ~eve!. 

FA!HVIEW, Vta h ~- Tl\e skeleton of a 
rnHm moth . a forerunner of the elephan t, hR~ 
been. une:.wtJwd at the su rprisin.gly high 
elerati-on of9,0O0 fee t during construction of 
a'T1 irrigat'i'on dam, .stientists SB.id . 

The discover; at Hu ntington Canyon ex­
cited 1 ... 2.!eo~tologLsts and ~:i.rchaeologists, 
\\'ho k1\-eeled ,ffOLLn~ the m~mmoth's skull 
Wednesday and scraped away mud that has 
pr;esened the skeleton for 10,000 to 15,000 
·~·ears. 
· The ctisc'Overy i~ expected to enhante un­
der-standing of the mamrno~h and the en\'i-

\·onmenl of central nah a fter 
~\Oe 

· ~-1·t essentially has been in a refrige rator 
for 10,000 yea rs ," sa id David Gillette, stat·e 
paleontologist. 

The presence of a ma rnntoth at 9.000 fr et 
2bove sea !eve! was intrigu ing, Gillette said. 

Mammoths generally fora g0 d in -Iower­
~ic\"'ation gra sslands. t~e high-aHf tude c2.n­
yon-.s environment h~s nN changed appreci­
ab ly since the pos1.-g!acial ped-od in whi-ch 
the nmn\moth apparently li ved 1 he said. 

The discovery was made Monday during 
t-onstruction of -a dam that will pro\'ide wa­
ter fo r the Hunti:ngton-Oeveland area. 
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